SEPTEMBER 2026

LITERACY
NEWSLETTER

WELCOME TO THE NEW
ACADEMIC YEAR!

Reading is strongly linked to increased wellbeing,
greater academic achievements, and better life
chances. This is why we are prioritising reading at
Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda. During the last
academic year, we held book fairs, a ‘Readathon’
to raise money for charity, author visits, a trip to
the Hay Festival, reading interventions, and more.
We also made reading a key part of tutor time
and every subject, with pupils reading
individually and aloud across the curriculum.
Pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 read for 5 minutes at the
start of every lesson, so please make sure that
your child has an English and Welsh reading
book with them every day.
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WHAT’'S COMING UP?

* By 23rd September - Apply for a chance of being in
the Brilliant Club’s ‘The Scholars Programme’ (Year 9
and 10). If successful, pupils will experience university-
style learning with PhD researchers. They will also visit
a university to graduate from the programme. Details
about how to apply will be shared in class. Year 7 and
8 will have this opportunity later in the academic year.
13th October - Literacy day (Year 7 and 8), with
sessions delivered by Alex Wharton, Sibn Tomos Owen.
Aneurin Karadog and Keith Temple.
16th - 20th October - Scholastic book fair (All year
groups).

By 11th December - Reading challenge: ‘Throughout
the term, read three English books and three Welsh
books. Record them in your reading logs in
registration.” (All year groups.)
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encovvyage them to vead
at home for at least 20
minutes a day. They can
build vp gradwally o 20
minutes if this seems ==
daunting at first.
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Limit their screen
time so that they
ave move likely +o

pick up a book.
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Bu\y them books

as gifts.

Visit loca) libyaries o
chooge hew and eXciting
books.

Ask them open questions
about the books they are
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skills ot

home? 4

Let them read what
interests them. Whether
they are reading novels,

comics, Yecipes, oY helws
articles, evenything

counts!
o~ engure they bring an
- english and Welsh
reading book to school
every day.

Make Yeading a
shaved experience -
vead alovd 1o them,

and allow them +o
read aloud to you.

/4 model reading at home -

if they see you reading,

they are move likely +o
become readers!

reading, such as what they
like oy dislike, oY which
chavacter they can vrelate +o
most and why.
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Support them to read
encourage them o wyite move - good readers
at home, such as by vsvally become better
wyiting a diary or letters wyiters!

to family or friends. ... -t

UYge Youy child *=7s,
Yo read over
their wyiting

€ncouvyage Youy
child 4o use the

Yesouyces oh BRG

Bitesize to help
them improve
Yheir spelling,

punctuation and

grammar.

cavrefully o check TN
for any evvors.

Assist your child
with their spelling
by helping them to:

+ use the ‘Look,
Say, Covey,
Wryite, Gheck’
stratregy to
practise spellings

« master the

Praise theivy
og o *e® Ty
writing. '\

Suggest that your child

redratts Hheir wyiting +o ) .
alfh} You n—\-‘z 5 spelling of all of
e eme .
meRe P N\ Yhe most
common Wwoyds in

ttelp your child +o develop their vocabulan by:

« using a dictionarn o define any new words they
encounter when reading, and writing these in a
wovd bank

* USIng a thesauvus 1o discover new and intreresting
words when wyiting

* playing word games, such as ‘Scrabble’ or ‘Boggle’.

english and
Wwelsh (using the
strategy above)
« learn vules, such
as ‘i before e
except aftrer c’.
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Ask youy child open-
ended questions about
their life and opinions,
such as what the best

part of their day was Discuss & Yahge of Use the
and why, or something different topics together vocabularny
they found challenging in depth. strategies on the
today. =, L previous page to
- - help them use a

"~ wide range of

Urge your child ¥ vocabulany when
to speak clearly 4 : speaking.
and in full HOW CC”'\ I cmq
sentences, using H "
covvect grammar. S u P P o my '

Limit youy child’s
screen fime at
certain Yimes of the
day so that they can
focus fully on
speaking and
listening rather Hhan

chi Id’s
oracy skills
at home?

e’

Read books oy articles . — being djls—\-md-ed oy
together and discuss "o. their screen.
each othey’s opinions “

and predictions. )

Ask your child open-ended questions about what
books they are reading, films they are watching,
oY music they avre listening o. Probe their ideas by
asking Hhem ‘o provide reasons for their views.
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