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POST-16 LEARNING PATHWAYS
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA

Dear pupil,
With your 14-16 Learning Pathways coming to an end, important decisions will have to be made
with regard to the next stage in your education, and whatever your final results following this
summer’s examinations, we are confident that Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda will play an important
part in your discussions regarding your future.
Being a member of the Sixth Form is both special and unique. It means more than studying for
higher qualifications and brings you new privileges and responsibilities that will give you a
different taste of belonging to the school’s learning community. It is a key role of leadership within
our school community, and one that will help you to develop into a complete individual, confident,
responsible, and fully bilingual, in a Welsh-speaking environment.
We look forward to working with you towards creating your future learning pathway.
Rhian Morgan Ellis
Pennaeth

A WELSH LANGUAGE ADVANTAGE
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
We are privileged to be Rhondda’s only Welsh medium comprehensive school and we shall
endeavour to continue producing successful, bilingual students for the communities that we serve.
We provide education through the Welsh language and in a Welsh environment. No other
institution in the area is able to offer this. Sixth Form education at Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda will
further strengthen our student’s linguistic development ensuring they become adaptable and
bilingual citizens in our communities. This may be the last contact students will have with a Welsh
medium institution. We are reminded that the implementation of two Welsh Language Acts has
not only added to the importance of the language in the world of commerce and business, but
daily life in the modern Wales. The ability to communicate fluently in the medium of Welsh is
highly advantageous within the jobs market in Wales.
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SIXTH FORM PROVISION
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda’s Sixth Form provision is of the highest standard, and we offer our
students a wide and interesting range of courses, together with the care, support and continuity
that only comes from continuing to study at our school.
The school offers unique opportunities to our students, including:
 A strong ethos based on respect, understanding and tolerance within the school.
 A wide range of the highest quality academic, personal and social opportunities to ensure the
individual’s whole development, in a friendly and supportive environment.
 An opportunity is offered to every student across the whole ability range to develop the next
step in their education and lay the foundations for life-long learning relevant to the twentyfirst century.
 An education through the Welsh language and in a Welsh environment.
 A familiar and welcoming environment. The fact that the students are familiar with the staff
and the school will ensure that the students feel at home quickly, allowing them to
concentrate on their studies from the outset.
 A caring pastoral system of the highest calibre to guide and support students through their
Sixth Form education.
 An opportunity to gain responsibility as Head prefect, Senior Prefects.
 To receive guidance and advice from the Welsh Baccalaureate Personal Mentor.
 Access to the Sixth Form Common Room and Study Centre.
Some of the activities and responsibilities in the Sixth Form:











Sixth Form Prefects
Learning Support Prefects
Reading buddies & bus buddies
Break time and lunch time duties
Public Speaking
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
Model United Nations General Assembly
University Open Days
Seren Hub
School Government
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Reading Scheme
School Choir
Numerous Sporting Activities
Subject Prefects
Eco-schools’ Committee
School Council
Music and Drama Productions
Career Events
Charity Events
Educational Visits
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SIXTH FORM PASTORAL SYSTEM
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
The Sixth Form has a dynamic pastoral system which includes specific lessons with the form tutor in
order to mentor students through their Learning Pathways and the Welsh Baccalaureate as well as
developing students’ revision and work skills, and their ability to work independently. In addition,
during tutor sessions the students will receive education dealing with religious education and
morality, careers and citizenship.
The form tutor is there to guide and help students and to monitor their progress in the Sixth Form.
A Tutor will be:
 a source of encouragement
 a listener
 a source of advice and help
 critical but constructive
A Tutor will:
 Monitor student’s academic, social and personal development.
 Discuss student’s progress at regular intervals in reviews.
 Help to study more effectively and to assess abilities realistically and exploit them fully
through a programme of tutorial guidance.
 Discuss career and higher education ambitions and advise.
 Encourage students to take advantage of all the opportunities, both academic and social,
which are offered.
Sixth Form assemblies are held every week and whole school and house assemblies are held
regularly. More often than not, the Sixth Form assemblies are interactive and require the input of
the students. Although we put the emphasis on the Sixth Form pastoral system, the students have
the opportunity to be part of the lower school pastoral system by supporting class, school and
house assemblies. This aspect encourages independence as well as developing the communication
and leadership skills of our students.
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FACILITIES FOR INDEPENDENT STUDY
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
The most striking difference between a Year 12 and a Year 11 timetable, apart from fewer
subjects, is the fact that for the first time a Year 12 student will have non-contact time when
he/she is not committed to a lesson and is not expected to present him/herself to a teacher. This
time is an opportunity not to be missed, an advantage not to be squandered.
The ability to study independently is a necessity for success on an Advanced Level course and is
a vital skill in preparation for work and higher education. Sixth Form lessons are merely starting
points. Students are given explanation and direction, and are then expected to work further on
their own in order to consolidate what they have already gained or to find new, supplementary
information. Students will fail to fulfil potential if they rely exclusively on work undertaken in
lesson time alone. Therefore, students cannot afford to waste this non-contact time for it is
designed as an essential part of the course not as a rest period. Students must quickly adapt,
therefore, to their new timetable and exploit every opportunity to improve their learning.
SIXTH FORM STUDY CENTRE
Specific study facilities are available to Sixth Form students, and during your non-contact time
you can arrange to see teachers, or use the ICT facilities and the school’s other resources and
facilities to assist you with your work. A study room is available for the Sixth Form, and is
equipped with a computer network, specifically for undertaking research independently,
providing access to the whole school network, the school's virtual learning environment
'Moodle', and broadband internet. In addition, Sixth Form students have access to computer
facilities around the school during and after the school day. The study room, is available
specifically for the Sixth Form to enable them to work independently during their non-contact
periods. Study time is noted on each student timetable in order to make full use of the Study
Centre.
Sixth form pupils have the luxury of a separate area located in the lower school block. Access is
controlled by key fobs which are provided for the students. Within this area there is a space for
socialising and relaxing as well as a quiet work room.
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THE SIXTH FORM COMMON ROOM
The Sixth form Common Room is a centre for relaxation and socializing during specific lessons
only. The Sixth form Committee will ensure order, cleanliness and appropriate use of the common
room. It is expected that students respect the common room facilities and rules at all times. The
school canteen is open at specific times during the day as well as lunch and break periods to
purchase and consume food.

SIXTH FORM CAFÉ
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BEHAVIOUR & APPEARANCE
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
As a Sixth Form student you are inevitably a role model for the younger pupils in the School. They
look up to Sixth Former students and copy your behaviour and appearance. As part of a school
based Sixth Form, high standards of behaviour and appearance are expected: Sixth Form students
set the standard for the rest of the school.
The Sixth Form has always worked through mutual co-operation and consent. Having made the
choice to stay at Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda after Year 11 we expect students to work with us to
uphold the traditions and ethos of the Sixth Form, which has made it so successful over the years.
We hope that by joining the Sixth Form you will contribute positively to the promotion of a culture
of mutual respect and want to be a role model for others within the school community. The Sixth
Form dress code aims to promote smartness and confidence and is similar to what would be
expected if you were in employment in a business situation. Students must adhere to the school’s
dress code at all times.
SCHOOL UNIFORM









White blouse/shirt.
Official Sixth Form Tie.
Official Sixth Form V neck school jumper or cardigan with the badge woven into it.
White polo shirt (summer term only), with badge woven into it.
Plain A line or pleated black skirt. No miniskirts.
Black trousers. No jeans, leggings, hipsters or linen trousers.
Black plain shoes. No trainers, boots or high heels.
No multi-coloured coats, motifs or logos.
For Sports’ Courses the specialised kit should be worn for practical sessions.



SCHOOL UNIFORM GRANT
Grant aid is available for the purchase of the official school uniform for pupils whose parents are in
receipt of Income Support. Further information and application forms are available from the
school.
APPEARANCE


Outrageous colours/hairstyles are not allowed (e.g. tramlines / skinheads). The cooperation of parents would be greatly appreciated in this matter.
We operate a no facial jewellery policy; this reflects the policies of other
professional organisations.
If a pupil has a tattoo, we request that it is not in view.




ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND MOBILE PHONES
Students are permitted to bring electronic devices to school, i.e. lap-top, tablet, IPod and
mobile phone under the following conditions:
 Mobile phones that play music or equipment to be used only in the sixth form
area/café/refectory.
 The school does not assume responsibility for any theft or damage to these items.
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ATTENDANCE & ABSENCE
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
The most significant contribution to your progress on any Sixth Form course will be your
attendance. If a student is to achieve to the best of their ability, they must ensure a high level
of attendance. A high level of attendance reflects commitment and maximises opportunities for
educational achievement. At Advanced Level missing lessons can put students at a serious
disadvantage.
Routine medical, dental and optician appointments should be made out of school hours and
certainly not when you have timetabled lessons. We are willing to give you leave of absence for
your driving test, but driving lessons should NOT be booked during school hours.

If attendance falls below 80% in any subject you should note that you may not
be entered for the relevant public examination.
Continued absence will usually result in you being asked to leave the Sixth Form. In case of
absence, the following steps should be followed:


You must contact the school before 10a.m. on the first day of any absence if you cannot
attend through illness or for any other reason. If no contact is made the school will
contact your parents.
When a student is absent from school, they are expected to bring a note of explanation
from the in parents upon their return and give it to their Class Tutor.
If we become concerned about attendance / punctuality, we shall contact your parents.




You are not to absent yourself under any circumstances. If you are ill in school, report to the
receptionist who will contact the Sixth Form Leadership Team.

LEAVING THE SCHOOL SITE
Although Sixth Form students are allowed to leave the school site, students should aim to stay
in school for their working day in order to build up independent study habits. Non-contact time
should be spent in private study at school. When leaving the school premises it is of the utmost
importance that you sign out using the Sixth Form register in Reception. These above measures
are in place, as the School has a legal responsibility to know where you are during the school
day. Any unauthorised absence from lessons without the prior consent of a teacher will be
considered “truanting”.

LATENESS
If you are late and registration has closed, you should report to Reception where you will be
registered as late in the Sixth Form register. If you persistently fail to arrive on time we will
contact your parents. If continued lateness affects your Sixth Form learning experience, you
may well be asked to leave the Sixth Form.
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HOLIDAYS
Advanced Level study is demanding and it requires a substantial amount of work and effort. It is
therefore not appropriate to take holidays during term time. You have volunteered to stay in
full-time education and you have 13 weeks’ vacation time allocated. If absence is unavoidable
then your parents will need to complete the school’s official Holiday Absence Form available
from the Head’s Secretary well in advance to allow consideration of the request.

PAID EMPLOYMENT
Paid employment gives you many opportunities to work with other people and take
responsibility as well as affording you the measure of independence an income brings.
However, DO NOT TAKE ON TOO MUCH and prioritise your academic work. Please bearing in
mind that you are on a FULLTIME course already and that you will need to study in the
evenings. Too much paid part-time employment can affect you studies and is often a reason
why students perform poorly in their external examinations.

CARS
Due to the nature of the school site and to ensure safety,
students are not permitted to park vehicles on school premises.
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EMA
(EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE)
Welsh Government
The EMA is available to students in Years 12 and 13. It is a weekly payment of £30, depending
on household income. Applying for EMA is quick and easy. Just complete and return an EMA
application form before the 31st August 2018. Forms will be available from March 2018.
You can get an application from:




www.studentfinancewales.co.uk
your school or college
your local Jobs and Benefits Office.

Whether you submit a paper application or apply on-line, you must ensure that you apply to
EMA Wales and not EMA England. You can find a link to EMA Wales at
www.studentfinancewales.co.uk.
If you are entitled to an allowance, you will be notified by EMA Wales how much to expect each
week. Payments will be made fortnightly directly into the student’s personal bank account.
The school is responsible for formulating the specific conditions you must meet in order to be
eligible for payments. The conditions include attendance targets as well as specific targets
about your responsibilities as a member of the Sixth Form. Further information about the
school’s specific conditions will be made available in September by the Sixth Form Leadership
Team.
The EMA award is regulated by the Welsh Government; the school simply administers the
system by monitoring attendance and by passing this information on to the WG. You are
welcome to contact the Sixth Form Leadership Team concerning any initial queries regarding
the EMA system or process.
This allowance should not be confused with the Local Authority Maintenance Allowance, which
is separate and remains available; students can apply for both.
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HIGHER EDUCATION
YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA

THE UCAS PROCESS
Students hoping to go to university begin the UCAS process in Year 12. Following the AS Level
examination period, representatives of the universities visit the school to discuss available
options and to assist students with how to complete UCAS forms correctly. University
applications are completed online through the UCAS system, and the Sixth Form Leadership
Team will assist students with their applications and train them how to use the system during
this time. Students should aim to complete their UCAS forms by the first half term in Year 13, to
ensure that all forms reach UCAS early. We aim to finish the process by the end of November.
In addition, the school organizes a Higher Education evening during the spring term to explain
to parents the process of applying to Higher Education institutions. For those students who are
looking at access to employment, the school works closely with Careers’ Wales and offers
guidance and advice to students every step of the way.
The above information is merely an outline of one possible process. The school is committed to
guiding each student in negotiating the different directions that are too numerous to discuss in
this prospectus. You will be provided with further information to suit your individual needs
during your time in the Sixth Form.
Please visit www.UCAS.com for information regarding UCAS Tariff Points Table. The UCAS Tariff
is a means of allocating points to post-16 qualifications used for entry to higher education.
FINANCIAL PROVISION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
Student Finance Wales
Student Finance Wales is the body that organises and disseminates all information about
funding for Higher Education study. All details can be found at
www.studentfinancewales.co.uk.
In addition, the school usually hosts a Higher Education evening during the Spring term of each
year to outline the finance available to students wishing to go on to Higher Education. If you
have any immediate questions please do not hesitate to contact the Sixth Form Leadership
Team.
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POST-16 QUALIFICATIONS & COURSES
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA





We offer a very wide range of GCE Advanced (A Level) subjects, 2-year courses, with the
option for a single year’s study for GCE Advanced Subsidiary Level (AS Level). The AS Level
qualification is equivalent to half the A Level course.
The Level 3 Vocational courses that we offer can be studied as a qualification equivalent to
either 1 A Level (for a BTEC Subsidiary Diploma) or 1 AS Level (for a Level 3 BTEC Certificate).
In addition to GCE AS/A Level and Vocational Courses, every student will work towards the
post-16 Welsh Baccalaureate.
To ensure the best possible option choices, post-16 provision is available to you both here at
our school, and also by working in partnerships with outside providers. 'CYFLEOEDD’ is the
partnership of the four Welsh medium schools in RCT, and ‘Cwm Olwg’ is a specific
partnership between Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda and Ysgol Gyfun Garth Owlg.

Qualification
BTEC / IVET

A Level (A)
or
AS Level (AS)
Applied
AS / A Level
CACHE / QCF

Welsh
Baccalaureate

Definition
These Vocational Qualifications are delivered with a greater focus on the
practical aspects. Courses are continuously assessed over the two years and
some do not require students to sit examinations. Universities & Colleges fully
accept these qualifications.
The traditional academic form of study at Sixth Form in which students are
assessed via external examinations. Candidates can achieve grades from A*-E.
GCE A Levels are designed as 2-year full-time courses of study. They are based
on modular units. In Year 12 you will study either AS Level and/or vocational
courses. In Year 13 you can continue to study the majority of courses to full A
Level standard and/or change and study different AS Level courses*.
GCE subjects that are based on modular units but with a greater coursework
based content
This is a Vocational Qualification in which the student spends 1 day in school
and 4 days on placement. This is a full-time qualification requiring time spent
in the workplace, therefore no other subject can be studied in conjunction
with a CACHE / QCF qualification.
Every student returning to the Sixth form will study towards the Post-16 Welsh
Baccalaureate.

* Even though it is possible for a student to complete an AS Level course without necessarily continuing to
study the qualification to A Level, students should consider their options carefully, as the vast majority of
Universities ask for at least two full GCE A Level qualifications for admission to university.
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PROGRAMMES OF STUDY
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
Students must choose a “Programme of Study” for their Sixth Form education, from one of the
following programmes:

Year 12 Programmes of Study

Programme 1





Programme 2

Programme 3

Programme 4

4x

3x

4 x GCE AS
Level
equivalent

3 x GCE AS
Level
equivalent

GCE AS Levels

GCE AS Levels

+

+

Welsh
Baccalaureate

Welsh
Baccalaureate

(a mix of GCE
and BTEC
courses)

(a mix of GCE
and BTEC
courses)

+

+

Welsh
Baccalaureate

Welsh
Baccalaureate

Programme 5

1 CACHE
Course

To create a Programme of Study students choose three or four subjects (or 1 CACHE course)
from the Post-16 Curriculum Options list. Students may take a combination of GCE or
BTEC/IVET courses.
Students opting for 4 AS Level qualifications (Programme 1) or 4 AS Level equivalent
qualifications (Programme 3) will only be allowed to do so following exceptional GCSE / Level
2 grades, and with the explicit permission of the KS5 Progress Leader
Students are required to study the Welsh Baccalaureate in the Sixth From as part of their
Programme of Study (with the exception of those opting for Programme 5 – the CACHE
course).
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MAKING MEASURED DECISIONS
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
There are several things you should consider before making your decisions:

Have you
chosen separate
specific courses
or a complete
learning
program?

What kind of
areas appeal
to you?
What kind of
courses that will
lead to work in
that kind of
environment?

?

Within what kind
of environment
do you want to
work in the end?
What will be the
future path after
choosing your
post-16 learning
program?

Will the courses
that you enjoy
now lead to the
path you would
like to follow
later?

Try to be open and honest when thinking about your answers! Remember you may have a group
of close and good friends – but you are all different individuals and not all courses will be suitable
for everyone. Enjoy choosing what is right for you.
Some courses are entirely studied at school while other courses entail taking you out of school
into an alternate school site as well as into work. The important thing is to choose wisely. Discuss
with your teachers, KS5 Progress Leader as well as your Head of Year and KS4 Progress Leader who
can give you honest advice. Remember also that we have a Careers Officer at school 2 days a week
– you can call in to see her for an informal chat and to gather information on your chosen career
path.
The final decisions are made for the combination of courses in discussion with the student,
parents and the Senior Leadership Team, in the period following the publication of GCSE results. A
thorough Induction programme at the beginning of the academic year will also take place to assist
students in choosing a combination of suitable subjects for study. Students will have the option to
alter their pathways if deemed appropriate in this initial period.
Various combinations of subjects are possible. The general usefulness of each combination does,
however, need to be considered in the light of opportunities beyond the Sixth Form, in
employment and higher education. For example, if you wish to study Medicine at University you
must study Chemistry at A Level. Use University websites to research courses you are interested in
to discover which A Levels are required. If you have any problems, or questions, about the
combination of subjects you wish to study, you can discuss the options available to you with the
KS5 Leadership Team.
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR OPTIONS
& JARGON BUSTER
A Level
Applied A Level
AS Level
BTEC / IVET

CACHE / QCF

CYFLEOEDD
Cwm Olwg
GCE
Key Stage 5 (KS5)
Learning Pathway
Level 3 Qualification
Programme of Study
Sixth Form
Welsh Baccalaureate
Year 12
Year 13

15

A two-year full-time course of study assessed by modular
units
AS / A Level subjects with a greater coursework based
course content
The first year of a two-year full-time A Level course
Courses with a vocational content and less external
examinations
This is a Vocational Qualification in which the student
spends 1 day in school and 4 days on placement. This is a
full-time qualification requiring time spent in the
workplace, therefore no other subject can be studied in
conjunction with a CACHE / QCF qualification.
The partnership of the four Welsh medium schools in RCT
The partnership between Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda and
Ysgol Gyfun Garth Olwg
General Certificate of Education. AS / A Level courses with
course content largely assessed via external examinations
Post-16 stage of learning in a secondary school
An individual educational pathway chosen by the learner
to meet his or her own individual needs
A completed full A Level (Grade A*-E) or a vocational
equivalent
A selection of subjects chosen by the student to study in
order to create an individual post-16 study package
The KS5 learning community at the school
An overarching qualification adding breadth and depth to
post-16 education in Wales
The first Year of the Sixth Form / KS5
The second Year of the Sixth Form / KS5
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WELSH BACCALAUREATE (ADVANCED)

Course length:
2 years

Course description:
The Welsh Baccalaureate has changed and has been introduced in its new improved form since
September 2015. The new revised and more rigorous National Welsh Baccalaureate is based on
a Skills Challenge Certificate and Supporting Qualifications. The primary aim is to promote
essential skills for employment and Higher Education and to provide opportunities through
three Challenges and an Individual Project. The new Welsh Baccalaureate will help learners
develop the skills they will need for college, university, employment and life. It will be studied
alongside learners’ traditional choices at AS / A Level or vocational qualifications. The revised
Welsh Baccalaureate has a clear focus on the following essential and employability skills:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Literacy
Numeracy
Digital literacy
Critical thinking and problem-solving
Planning and organisation
Creativity and innovation
Personal effectiveness.

Learners will develop and use these skills,
and the skills will be assessed, by completing
an individual project and three “challenges”:
•
•
•

Global citizenship challenge
Enterprise and employability challenge
Community challenge.


WELSH BACCALAUREATE - ADVANCED:
To achieve the Welsh Baccalaureate, learners must achieve the National Skills Challenge Certificate
together with the following Supporting Qualifications:




GCSE Welsh Language or GCSE English Language at grade A* - C
GCSE Mathematics at grade A* - C
2 A Levels grade A*- E, or equivalent level 3 qualifications
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POST-16 CURRICULUM OPTIONS
2019-21
AT YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA
SUBJECT
BTEC Sports
CACHE Children’s Care, Learning and Development
GCE Applied ICT
GCE Art & Design (and Textiles)
GCE Biology
GCE Business Studies
GCE Chemistry
GCE Computer Science
GCE Design Technology
GCE Drama and Theatre Studies
GCE English Literature
GCE Further Mathematics
GCE Geography
GCE Health and Social Care
GCE History
GCE Mathematics
GCE Media Studies
GCE Music
GCE Physical Education
GCE Physics
GCE Religious Studies
GCE Sociology
GCE Welsh
IVET Medical Science
QCF Life, Work and Digital Literacy Skills

Please note: courses will only be available
if a sufficient number of students enrol, making courses viable.
The Head’s decision in this regard is final.
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L3 Skills for Life, Work and Digital Literacy (QCF)

Course description
An exciting course for anyone who has the desire to improve their employability. The purpose
of this course is to provide a range of qualifications that apply to all work or education sectors.
Achieving the qualifications studied will be beneficial to the student as the skills developed
across the course can be tailored to whatever area was chosen to pursue after school. There
are 8 individual qualifications, with each qualification assessed individually, and the result of
the previous qualification will not have any effect on the next qualification. By offering a range
of qualifications, we aim not only to develop the students' skills, but to make them more
employable and ready for the next stage of their lives.
There is an opportunity to study:
•
•
•
•
•
•

First aid and health and safety,
Working in the outdoors,
Workplace coaching,
Finance and business administration,
Essential skills to the world of work,
Digital literacy

Entry
Requirements
Level 2
qualification

SKILLS FOR LIFE

Course Length
Advanced Level = 2 years

Qualifications

Exam Board

Pass, Merit or Distinction that
corresponds to UCAS points in
accordance with AS and A level grades
namely: E, C and A.

Agored Cymru, City & Guilds, RSPH, Pearsons,
WJEC

Content of the Course
In the first year (Year 12) students will complete 5 qualifications and in the second year (Year
13) students will complete 3 other qualifications. These qualifications are not merged. If the 8
qualifications listed below are achieved, it is equivalent to 2 A level A levels in terms of UCAS
points.
•
Agored Cymru Level 3 Award in Working in the Outdoors
•
Agored Cymru Level 3 Award in Emergency First Aid at Work
•
City & Guilds Level 3 Certificate in Coaching
•
RSPH Level 3 Award In Health and safety for supervisors in the workplace
•
Pearson BTEC Level 3 Certificate in Personal and Business Finance
•
Agored Cymru Level 3 Certificate In Essential Skills for Work and Life
•
City & Guilds Level 3 NVQ Certificate in Business and Administration
•
WJEC Level 3 Essential Digital Literacy Skills
•
WJEC Level 3 Essential Employability Skills
Method of Assessment / Examination
90% coursework. Each coursework unit is assessed on a portfolio basis.
10% exam. An exam is assessed as a multi-choice exam.
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MEDICAL SCIENCE (Level 3)
Course length
Level 3 Certificate (1 year)
Level 3 Diploma (2 years)

Medical Science is the science of dealing with the maintenance of health and the prevention
and treatment of diseases. The Level 3 Applied Diploma in Medical Science is for learners who
are interested in careers related to healthcare and medical research. Medical scientists are at
the forefront of healthcare services, as they are vital in the diagnosis of disease, determining
the effectiveness of treatments and searching for new cures.
Entry requirements

Qualification

Examination Board

GCSE Science Grade CC (or above)
Mathematics GCSE Grade C
(or above).

Level 3 Diploma
(Grades A - E)

WJEC
(www.wjec.co.uk)

Course Content
The course consists of 6 units:
Year 12
Unit 1 – Human health and disease.
Unit 2 – Physiological measurement techniques.
Unit 3 – Medical science research methods.
Year 13
Unit 4 – Medicines and treatments of disease.
Unit 5 – Clinical laboratory techniques.

Unit 6 – Medical case study
Assessment / Examinations
Units 1 and 6 – written examinations
[37.5%]
Units 2, 3, 4 and 5 – Completing a series of controlled assessment tasks [62.5%]

MEDICAL SCIENCE

Course description

Future Pathways
This qualification equips learners with scientific knowledge and understanding, as well as
practical skills that would support progression to a range of job roles within health care. Job
roles such as those within the areas of life sciences, i.e. carrying out a range of laboratory and
scientific tests to support the diagnosis and treatment of disease. Alternatively there would
also be opportunities to progress to job roles within the physiological sciences, working
directly with patients, measuring and evaluating particular organ and systems, such as
scientists working in neurophysiology recording the electrical activity in the brain.
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BTEC L3 PUBLIC SERVICES
Course length
CERTIFICATE = 1 year (Year 12) SUBSIDUARY DIPLOMA = 2 years / A LEVEL = 2 years (C+1)

Course description
The course provides an excellent foundation to further education and careers within the
health and social care field. During the year/two years, students will gain the opportunity to:
 organise events in order to promote healthier lifestyles
 develop a full understanding of the health and social care field
 analyse and study the full provision of health and social care services
 develop skills to deal with health clients
 gain opportunities to develop a range of skills required within the workplace and
higher education.
 Develop the Key Skills: Communication, Application of Number, Working with Others and
Information Technology.
Entry requirements

8 Level 2 Qualifications C grade o’r
above including Mathematics GCSE,
English Language GCSE and Welsh
Language GCSE

Qualification
Certificate

Examination Board
Edexcel Pearson
www.edexcel.com

Subsidiary Diploma
(Distinction* - Pass)

Course Content
Certificate: 3 Units of Study (Year 1)
Diploma: 3 Units of study (Year 2)

Assessment / Examinations
All units are assessed by assignments.
Future Pathways
Due to the wide ranging topics covered the course provides an excellent foundation for a
career in;
 Police Services; Fire Services; Ambulance Services
 Volunteering work
 Youth work
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BTEC SPORT (Level 3)
Course length
Level 3 Certificate (1 year)
Level 3 Diploma (2 years)

Medical Science is the science of dealing with the maintenance of health and the prevention
and treatment of diseases. The Level 3 Applied Diploma in Medical Science is for learners who
are interested in careers related to healthcare and medical research. Medical scientists are at
the forefront of healthcare services, as they are vital in the diagnosis of disease, determining
the effectiveness of treatments and searching for new cures.
Entry requirements

Qualification

Examination Board

GCSE Science Grade CC (or above)
Mathematics GCSE Grade C
(or above).

Level 3 Diploma
(Grades A - E)

WJEC
(www.wjec.co.uk)

Course Content
The course consists of 6 units:
Year 12
Unit 1 – Human health and disease.
Unit 2 – Physiological measurement techniques.
Unit 3 – Medical science research methods.
Year 13
Unit 4 – Medicines and treatments of disease.
Unit 5 – Clinical laboratory techniques.

Unit 6 – Medical case study

BTEC SPORT

Course description

Assessment / Examinations
Units 1 and 6 – written examinations
[37.5%]
Units 2, 3, 4 and 5 – Completing a series of controlled assessment tasks [62.5%]

Future Pathways
This qualification equips learners with scientific knowledge and understanding, as well as
practical skills that would support progression to a range of job roles within health care. Job
roles such as those within the areas of life sciences, i.e. carrying out a range of laboratory and
scientific tests to support the diagnosis and treatment of disease. Alternatively there would
also be opportunities to progress to job roles within the physiological sciences, working
directly with patients, measuring and evaluating particular organ and systems, such as
scientists working in neurophysiology recording the electrical activity in the brain.

21

KS5 Prospectus 2019-21 / Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda

Course length
Diploma – two years

Course description
This course is for all those who wish to work in the children’s care, learning and
development setting or services in Wales. It is made up of a mixture of mandatory units,
and optional units and covers the age range from birth to 19 years. All units will be a
mixture of ‘knowledge and understanding’ and ‘competence and skills’. You will spend 2
day a week in school for tutorials and 3 days a week experience in an early years setting.
Entry requirements
8 Level 2 Qualifications including
Mathematics GCSE, English Language
GCSE and Welsh Language GCSE
Grade C or above

Qualification

Examination Board

Graddau A – E
(Uwch Gyfrannol)
Graddau A* – E
(Uwch)

Course Content
Units include:






Understand the development of children and young people
Professional practice in early years settings Support children’s speech, language and
communication
Promote children’s experiential learning
Working with babies and young children to support their development and learning
Support children’s learning in Welsh language development

Assessment / Examinations
Assessment –an assessor will visit you every month to observe and set written tasks. In
order to qualify you will need to gain 65 credits - 49 credits from the mandatory units and
16 credits from the optional units.

Future Pathways
On completion of the Level 3 Diploma, potential job roles include Cylch Meithrin leader,
nursery assistant in a primary school, Foundation Phase assistant in a primary school,
nursery nurse or an assistant in a day nursery. You can also progress to further education.
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GCE APPLIED ICT
Course Length
Advanced Subsidiary = 1 year / A Level = 2 years (AS+1)

Entry Requirements
GCSE ICT: Grade B or above
GCSE Mathematics: Grade C or
above

Qualification
Grades A – E (Advanced
Subsidiary) / Grades A* – E (A
Level)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

The GCE in Applied ICT has been written so as to offer students a highly contemporary experience
in ICT. It seeks to provide innovation in its delivery and promotes student creativity through the
paperless scheme of assessment. Real world problems require real world solutions, solutions that
acknowledge the multi-faceted nature of ICT in society today.

Course Content
Developing a broad range of ICT skills and knowledge and of the uses of ICT in vocational contexts.
Provide opportunities for learners to develop sufficient depth of understanding to inform their
choices between further study or training. Develop knowledge and understanding of the
components, functions and applications of information systems within a range of organisations.
Develop an understanding of the main principles of solving problems using ICT and develop the
skills necessary to apply this understanding, encouraging learners to acquire a range of skills
through the study of realistic contexts and to develop knowledge and understanding of the
broader environment in which ICT is used including its impacts: legislation, ethics, society and the
international / global dimension.

Assessment Method / Examination
AS
AS
Advanced
Advanced

AICT1
AICT2
AICT5
AICT8

3 hour on-screen examination (20%)
Awarding Body devised assignment (30%)
Controlled assignment (20%)
Coursework (30%)

APPLIED ICT

Course Description

Future Pathways
.
•
•
•

Honours and Foundation degrees in ICT or a related subject
Higher Nationals in ICT or a related subject
Level 4 and Level 3 NVQs in ICT or a related subject.
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GCE BIOLOGY
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Course description
Have you got an interest in how your body works? Would you like to know how animals are
adapted to their habitat? Is your ambition to be the next David Attenborough or Iolo
Williams. Biology can help develop many skills that are vital in the world of employment.
Entry requirements
5 Level 2 Qualifications
GCSE Biology/Double Award Science
grade B or above.

Qualification
AS - Grades A – E
A level - Grades A* – E

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Advance Subsidary:
Unit 1: Basic Biology : Biological molecules, cell structure, cell membranes and transport,
enzymes, Nucleic Acids and cell division.
Unit 2: This unit looks at the antiquity of humans and distribution of organisms. It is also the
study of Transport systems, gas exchange and nutrition.
Advanced Level:
Unit 3: Respiration, microbiology, photosynthesis, populations and ecosystems, Homeostasis,
The Nervous system.
Unit 4: Sexual reproduction in humans and plants, Inheritance, variation and evolution, and
genetic reproduction.
Unit 5: An opportunity for learners to demonstrate their ability to conduct an inquiry and to
analyze and evaluate experimental data.

Assessment / Examinations
Each AS exam paper is 1½ hours, with a total of 80 marks
Each A2 exam paper is 2 hours, with a total of 90 marks and a 3 hour practical exam with a
total of 50 marks
AS
ADVANCED
AS
AS
ADVANCED
ADVANCED
ADVANCED

End of Year 12 - AS Unit 1 and Unit 2
End of Year 13 - A2 Unit 3, Unit 4 and Unit 5

BIOLOGY

Course Content

(40%)
(60%)

Unit 1 Written Examination (20%)
Unit 2 Written Examination (20%)
Unit 3 Written Examination (25%)
Unit 4 Written Examination (25%)
Unit 5 Practical Examination (10%)

Future Pathways
Medicine, Dentistry, Physiotherapy, Nursing, Veterinary Medicine, Sports Science, Pharmacy,
Psychology, Agriculture, Environmental work, Genetics and Biochemistry.
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GCE BUSINESS STUDIES
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

The course provides an excellent foundation to the further study of economics, business
and accounting.
During the year/two years, students will gain the opportunity to:
 analyse and research the economy as a system
 gain understanding of market mechanisms and the role of businesses within the
market
 develop skills to manage budgets and personal finance
 develop enterprise skills by compiling a business plan
 gain opportunities to develop a range of skills required within the workplace
and at Higher Education including : Communication; Application of Number;
Working with Others; Information Technology and Problem Solving.
Entry requirements
8 Level 2 Qualifications including
Mathematics GCSE, English Language
GCSE and Welsh Language GCSE Grade C
or above

Qualification
Graddau A – E
(Uwch Gyfrannol)
Graddau A* – E
(Uwch)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
The course provides a unitised approach to learning. Unit 1: Business Opportunities:–
The unit will include; enterprise and innovation, business structures, effects of the
economy, management accounting as a tool to decision making, analysis of business
software. Unit 2:Business Functions: An opportunity to explore all areas of business work
e.g. accounting, marketing, human resources.. Unit 3: Business Analysis and Strategy: A
unit that will develop skills at ‘decision making’ within a business- using such tools as
management accounting, critical path analysis. Unit 4:Business in a Changing World: An
opportunity to consider the factors that affect business decisions and to explore the
dynamic business world.

Assessment / Examinations
The course is assessed by four examinations;
AS
A LEVEL

Examined at the end of Year 12 - Unit 1 (15%) Unit 2 (25%)
Examined at the end of Year 13 - Unit 3 (30%) Unit 4 (30%)

BUSINESS STUDIES

Course description

(40%)
(60%)

Future Pathways
Due to the wide ranging topics covered the course provides an excellent foundation to a
career in; Marketing; Accounting; Law; Business Management; Banking etc.
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GCE CHEMISTRY
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Course description

Entry requirements

Qualification

Examination Board

5 Level 2 Qualifications including Welsh
Language and Mathematics.

Grades A – E (Advanced
Subsidiary) / Grades A*
– E (A Level)

WJEC
(www.wjec.co.uk)

Grade B or above in GCSE
Mathematics and GCSE Chemistry
/ Double Award Science

Course Content
AS
Unit 1 The Language of Chemistry, Structure of Matter And Simple Reactions
Written Examination (20%)
Unit 2 Energy, Rate and Carbon Compounds
Written Examination (20%)

Advanced
Unit 3 Physical and Inorganic Chemistry
Unit 4 Organic Chemistry and Analysis
Unit 5 Practical

Written Examination (25%)
Written Examination (25%)
Practical Examination (10%)

Assessment / Examinations
AS
A2

End of Year 12 – Unit 1 and Unit 2
End of Year 13 – Unit 3, Unit 4 and Unit 5

CHEMISTRY

The Chemistry courses have been designed to give you opportunities to investigate current and
future global dilemmas and proposed solutions. The work will develop the processing and
evaluation skills which are so desirable to employers and universities. The course includes an indepth study of physical, inorganic and organic processes in order to explain how our understanding
of chemical processes has developed. The course also provides students with the opportunities to
study the fuels and the technologies of the future.

(40%)
(60%)

Future Pathways





Veterinary Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Nursing
Industrial Chemistry, Biochemistry, Pharmacology, Forensic Science
Computer Programming, Law, Education, Accountancy, Banking
Due to the multi-faceted nature of Chemistry, it is considered a highly desirable
qualification in almost every field
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GCE COMPUTER SCIENCE
Course Length
Advanced Subsidiary = 1 year / A Level = 2 years (AS+1)
Qualification
Grades A – E (Advanced
Subsidiary) / Grades A* – E (A
Level)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Description
Computers are widely used in all aspects of business, industry, government, education, leisure and
the home. In this increasingly technological age, a study of computer science, and particularly how
computers are used in the solution of a variety of problems, is not only valuable to the learners but
also essential to the future well-being of the country.
The course objectives are:
 an understanding of, and the ability to apply, the fundamental principles and concepts of
computer science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data
representation.
 the ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of
solving such problems, including writing programs to do so the capacity for thinking
creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
 extends the students’ horizons beyond the school or college environment in the
appreciation of the effect of computer application on society and individuals.
The purpose of the A Level and AS examinations in Computer Science is to recognize this with a
reputable qualification that is relevant to a student who intends to pursue a career in the Arts or
Sciences, as well as Computer Science.
Computing is a subject that by its nature requires candidates to consider individual, moral, ethical,
social, cultural and contemporary issues.

Course Content and Method of Assessment
AS
AS
A2
A2
A2

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4
Unit 5

2 hour written exam (25.0%)
2 Hour On-screen Programing task (15.0%)
2 hour written exam (20.0%)
2 hour written exam (20.0%)
Coursework project (20.0%)

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Entry Requirements
GCSE ICT: Grade A or above
GCSE Mathematics or Computer
Science GCSE: Grade B or above

Future Pathways
This specification provides a suitable foundation for the study of Computer Science or a related
area through a range of higher education / vocational courses (e.g. Computer Science, Computing,
Software Engineering) or direct entry into employment. In addition, the specification provides a
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for candidates who do not progress to further
study in this subject.
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Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Course description
A course in Design and Technology offers an unique opportunity in the curriculum for candidates
to identify and solve real problems by designing and making products or systems in a wide range of
contexts relating to their personal interests. Design and Technology develops candidates'
interdisciplinary skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking.
Entry requirements
5 Level 2 Qualifications

Qualification
Graddau A – E
(Uwch Gyfrannol)
Graddau A* – E
(Uwch)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
AS
DT1 - This paper will contain six questions which will assess candidates' knowledge
and understanding drawn from the subject content for one focus area.
This component is externally assessed by the WJEC.
DT2 - Candidates will submit one design and make task which will satisfy the AS
Assessment criteria.
This component is marked by the centre and moderated by the WJEC.
ADVANCED
DT3 - This paper consists of ten questions and will assess candidates' knowledge and
understanding drawn from the whole subject content of one focus area.

DT4 - Candidates will submit a major project which will satisfy the A Level assessment
criteria which should take around 60 hours.

Assessment / Examinations
AS
AS
Advanced
Advanced

DT1
DT2
DT3
DT4

Written examination (20%)
Design and make task (20%)
Written examination (30%)
Design and make task (30%)

Future Pathways
A vast selection of design related opportunities as well as other industrial or
educational career paths. Access to a variety of University Degrees including
Engineering, Teaching and Design courses.
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GCE DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES
Course length
Course description
The proposed subject content for GCE Drama requires candidates to study a minimum of two
complete performance texts plus three key extracts covering a range of periods and contexts.
Candidates will also participate in a minimum of two performances; one devised and one text
performance. Candidates will need to consider the working methods of a theatre practitioner
in their devised performance work. Candidates may follow performance or design options for
both the devised and text performances. It is also recommended that live theatre review
becomes part of the non-examined assessment so that it can inform candidates’ practical
work.
Entry requirements
5 Level 2 qualifications
GCSE Drama grade B or above.

Qualification
AS - Grades A – E
A level - Grades A* – E

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content and Assessment
Advance Subsidary:
AS
Unit 1: Theatre Workshop Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated
24% of qualification. You will be assessed on either acting or design. You will participate in the
creation, development and performance of a piece of theatre based on a reinterpretation of
an extract from a play. You must produce:
 a realisation of the performance or design
 a creative log
 an evaluation.
Unit 2: Text in Theatre Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
16% of qualification A series of questions based on one performance
Advanced Level:
Unit 3: Text in Action Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner
36% of qualification 120. You will be assessed on either acting or design. You will participate in
the creation, development and performance of two pieces of theatre
 a devised piece using the techniques and working methods of either an influential theatre
practitioner or a recognised theatre company
 an extract from a text in a different style. You must produce a process and evaluation report
within one week of completion of the practical work.
Unit 4: Text in Performance Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
24% of qualification Two questions, based on two different plays.

Future Pathways
Higher Education - A degree in Drama and Theatre Studies
Careers working with theatre companies
Media and community drama
Arts and literary management
Teaching
Public relations.
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GCE ENGLISH LITERATURE
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

English is a long established A Level subject with a proven record for academic rigour. It is a useful
qualification for those who wish to pursue their studies in language and literature and is an
acknowledged entrée into a wide range of courses and careers. The emphasis is firmly on
literature, examining carefully how words and literary techniques create and convey meaning. The
historical context of a text and relevant critical theory are considered, together with the individual
characteristics of a particular author. Coursework allows students to show personal involvement
with a range of texts. Prospective A Level students should be interested in words, ideas and what
influences human behaviour and be prepared to read extensively. Finally, the ability to
communicate clearly on paper in a technically accurate manner is a basic requirement of this
course.
Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs grade C or above.
GCSE English Language and Literature
Grade B or above.

Qualification

Examination Board
WJEC

AS Grades A – E
A level Grades A* –E

www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
AS Level (Year 12):
Unit 1 – Examination Paper 2 hours (20% of A level/50% of AS) – This paper has two questions, one
on a set novel and one question on a set play.
Unit 2 – Examination Paper 2 hours (20% of A level/50% of AS). This paper has two questions, one
on a poem from two set texts, one requiring comparison of two poetry texts.
A Level (Year 13):
Unit 3 – Examination Paper 2 hours (20% of A level). – This paper has two questions, one on a
poem from a pre-1900 set text, one requiring comparison of two unseen poetry texts.
Unit 4 – Examination Paper 2 hours (20% of A level). This paper has two questions, one on an
extract from a Shakespeare play, one requiring an essay answer about a Shakespeare play.
Unit 5 – Non-examination assessment – This unit requires a 3,000-3,500 word assignment
comparing two prose texts from different periods.
Assessment Method / Examination
Unit 1 – External examination.
Unit 2 – External examination.
Unit 3 – External examination.
Unit 4 – External examination.
Unit 5 - Non-examination assessment (externally assessed coursework).

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Course Description

Future Pathways
A good A Level grade in English can significantly improve employment prospects in many areas of
the working world. It also helps to prepare students for the demands of higher education,
benefiting their study skills markedly.
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GCE FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Please discuss any questions or queries regarding the content of the
Further Mathematics course with the Mathematics Department.
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GCE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY = 1 year / A LEVEL = 2 years (AS+1)

An Advanced Level grade is essential for all pupils interested in further study of Physical
Education or fields such as sports psychology or sports science or coaching. The course will
encourage you to develop essential knowledge and understanding of the concepts of Physical
Education and the skills needed to use these in new and changing situations. The course will help
you develop an understanding of the link between theory and practical. The course provides
opportunities for pupils to be aware of how advances in information technology and equipment
are used in Physical Education, to appreciate the contributions of Physical Education to society
and bring together knowledge of ways in which different areas of Physical Education relate to
each other. Choosing the Physical Education course will provide pupils with opportunities to
sustain and develop enjoyment of Physical Education and interest in the subject.
Lessons will include whole/part class teaching, discussions and practical work, student
presentations and individual reading and study. You will be encouraged to use a wide range of
resources including school textbooks, relevant magazines, newspaper articles and computer
software in addition to the wealth of information available through the internet.
Entry requirements

Qualification

5 Level 2 Qualifications.
Physical Education GCSE Grade B or
above, but pupils must attain a
minimum Grade B in the theory
element of the GCSE course.

Grades A – E (Advanced Subsidiary)

Examination Board
WJEC

Grades A* – E (A level)
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content / Assessment Method / Examination:
YEAR 12 – AS (2units):
AS Unit 1: ‘Exploring physical education’
Written examination: 1 3⁄4 hours 24% of
qualification (72 marks)
AS Unit 2: ‘Improving personal performance in
physical education’
Non-exam assessment 16% of qualification (48
marks).

YEAR 13 – A Level
(2 AS units + 2 additional A2 units):
A2 Unit 3: ‘Evaluating physical education’
Written examination: 2 hours 36% of
qualification (90 marks)
A2 Unit 4: ‘Refining personal performance in
physical education’
Non-exam assessment 24% of qualification (60
marks).

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Course description

Future Pathways
AS/A2 Level would also be advantageous for pupils interested in any area of physical education e.g.
physiotherapist, nutritionist or biomechanics coaching. The range of skills that you will develop
through this course are transferable to all kinds of work and a large number of people with
qualifications in Physical Education proceed to work in the police force, teaching profession fire
service, leisure management and sports journalism.
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GCE GEOGRAPHY
Course length
AS – one year, A Level – two years (AS+1).

Course description

Entry requirements

Qualification

Students need to obtain 5 GCSE’s grade A*-C, Grades A – E
with two of the subjects being Mathematics
(Uwch Gyfrannol)
and Science.
Grades A* – E
(Uwch)

Examination
Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
The course has been divided equally between the human and physical elements. There are two
examinations in year 12, which is component 1 and 2 and are held in the Summer. There is only
one examination in year 13, which is component 3 and then an Individual Inquiry on a subject of
your choice, which is component 4.

Topics studied:






Coastal landscapes and tectonic hazards.
Problems in the rural and urban areas.
Carbon and water cycles and global climate.
Global governance relating to oceans of the world.
Development of China and the impact on the world.

The department offers several days of field work in order to improve pupils' understanding of
human and physical elements of the course. There are days visiting Cardiff Bay, Abergavenny,
Abercenffig or Llanelli.

GEOGRAPHY

We are offering an exciting course of several different physical and human elements,
creating flexible and well-rounded students in either field. The course stimulates
understanding of contemporary processes of broad geographic themes, whilst
promoting perseverance, confidence and enjoyment in our students. This course offers
opportunities to develop geographical skills and techniques learnt outside the
classroom. Pupils are encouraged to identify the geographic connections to fascinating
contemporary situations that occur throughout the world.

Assessment/Examinations
AS
A Level

End of year 12 - Components 1 a 2
End of year 13 - Components 3 a 4

(48%)
(52%)

Future Paths



University degree in human geography or physical; Global Science degree.
Teaching, Urban Planning, Presenting Weather, Social Workers, Environmental Manager,
Accountancy, Media Research, Tourism Officer, Executive Travel, Work Support, Project
Manager and much more – The world can be your oyster with the options available to you.

Many employers are looking for the skills students develop while studying Geography and it
does not matter what job it is!
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GCE Health and Social Care
Course length
Course description
The course provides an excellent foundation to further education and careers within the
health and social care field. During the year/two years, students will gain the opportunity
to:
 organise events in order to promote healthier lifestyles
 develop a full understanding of the health and social care field
 analyse and study the full provision of health and social care services
 develop skills to deal with health clients
 gain opportunities to develop a range of skills required within the workplace and
higher education.
 Develop the Key Skills: Communication, Application of Number, Working with Others and
Information Technology.
Entry requirements

Qualification

8 Level 2 Qualifications C grade or above
including GCSE Welsh Language

Graddau A – E
(Uwch Gyfrannol)
Graddau A* – E
(Uwch)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
Unit 1 Promoting Quality Care and Communication. The unit will provide the opportunity to
study the factors that influence lifestyles and an understanding of the principles of care and client
rights.
Unit 2 Promoting Good Health. An opportunity to launch an event to promote healthy living.
Unit 7 Provision of health, Social Care and Children’s Service. The study of health and social care
provision within the local area. There will be an opportunity to gain a clear insight into the job
roles, careers and opportunities within the health and social care field.
Unit 12 The Influences of Food and Fitness on Health and Well-being. Students must formulate a
diet and exercise plan for two individuals for a specific purpose.

Assessment / Examinations
AS
AS
ADVANCED
ADVANCED

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 7
Unit 12

Written Examination (20%)
Portfolio/Assignment (30%)
Investigation under examination conditions (20%)
Portfolio/Assignment Written Examination (30%)

Future Pathways

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Due to the wide ranging topics covered the course provides an excellent foundation for a career in
Nursing, Primary Teaching and Social Services. The course provides excellent progression to Higher
Education.
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GCE HISTORY

Course description
This AS/A Level GCE course encourages candidates to:

Develop their interest in and enthusiasm for history and continue with their studies on
Welsh, European and World history.

acquire an understanding of different identities within society and an appreciation of
social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity through the study of aspects of British and
non British history.

build on their understanding of the past through experiencing a broad and balanced course
of study;

improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with
curious and enquiring minds;

make links and draw comparisons within and/or across different periods and aspects of the
past;
Entry requirements
Grade C – GCSE History

Qualification
Grades A – E (AS)
Grades A* – E (A Level)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content

Year 12 – 40% AS Level
Unit 1
Unit 2

Year 13 – 60%
Unit 3
Unit 4
Unit 5

POLITICS, PROTEST & REFORM IN ENGLAND AND WALES; 1780-1880
GERMANY; WEIMAR AND ITS CHALLENGES; 1918-33
A-Level
THE AMERICAN CENTURY; 1890-1990
NAZI GERMANY; 1933-45
Controlled assessment task based on historical sources and
interpretations

Assessment / Examinations
AS
End of Year 12 - Unit 1 & Unit 2 - Examination
A-Level
End of Year 13 - Unit 3 & Unit 4 – Examination
Unit 5 – Controlled Assessment

HISTORY

Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

(40%)
(40%)
(20%)

Future Pathways
Studying history increases the chances of being employed in industry, commerce, public
service as well as areas such as Law and Accounting. Studying History further at university can
lead to the following careers: Police, Lawyer, Archivist, Librarian, world tourism, academic
career - researching, lecturing or teaching in a school, the journalistic world, the world of
marketing and sales, administration and local government.

35

KS5 Prospectus 2019-21 / Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda

GCE MATHEMATICS
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

The course develops an understanding of Mathematics and its processes in a way that
promotes confidence and fosters enjoyment. There are opportunities to extend pupils’ range
of mathematical skills and techniques to more difficult, unstructured problems. Pupils are
encouraged to recognise how situations may be represented mathematically, to understand
the relationship between ‘real world’ problems and mathematical models, how these can be
refined and improved and to develop an awareness of the relevance of Mathematics to other
fields of study and to the world of work in general. Pupils will take an increased responsibility
for their own learning and to the evaluation of their own mathematical development.
Entry requirements
Pupils who have gained an ‘A’ grade at
GCSE Mathematics – Higher Tier.
Consideration will be given to
individuals gaining a high ‘B’ grade
(over 100 marks).

Qualification
Graddau A – E
(Uwch Gyfrannol)
Graddau A* – E
(Uwch)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
The course consists of 4 modules. All students must study the 2 modules of Pure
Mathematics (Unit 1 (Y12) Unit 3 (Y13)) which is a Mathematical methods course extending
pupils’ understanding of trigonometry, algebra and geometry and introducing new topics such
as calculus. Everybody will study Applied Mathematics (Unit 2(Y12) and Unit 4 (Y13)) which is
a combination of Mechanics, which is a continuation of some aspects of the GCSE Physics
course e.g Newton’s Laws, forces and motion under gravity and Statistics, which includes
work on sampling, analysis of data, conditional probability, and an introduction to some new
probability distributions.

Assessment / Examinations

MATHEMATICS

Course description

Each module will be assessed in a 1½ hour exam and will and have a total of 75 marks.
The C1 paper will be non calculator
AS
A2

End of Yr.12 – Unit 1 and Unit 2 (40%)
End of Yr.13 – Unit 3 and Unit 4 (60%)

Future Pathways






University degree in Mathematics, Economics o’r other related disciplines.
Accountancy, The World of Business and Commerce.
Architecture, Surveying.
Computer Analysis.
Education e.g. teaching.
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GCE MEDIA STUDIES
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY = 1 year / A LEVEL = 2 years (AS+1)
Entry requirements
5 Level 2 Qualifications.
GCSE Welsh and English at grade
C is advantageous.

Qualification

Examination Board

AS – grade A – E
A level – grade *A - E

WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

A Level (AS) = Media Representations and Responses
Advanced (A2) = Media Production Processes
AS Unit 1: Investigating the Media
This unit assesses your knowledge and understanding of media language, representation, media industries
and audiences. The exam consists of three sections.
Section A: Selling Images - Advertising and Marketing
Section B: News in the Online Age
Section C: Film Industries – from Wales to Hollywood
AS Unit 2: Creating a Media Production
A media production, including individual research and planning, created in response to a choice of briefs
A2 Unit 3: Media in the Global Age
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
36% of qualification
This unit assesses your knowledge and understanding of media language, representation, media industries
and audiences. The exam consists of three sections.
Section A: Television in the Global Age
Section B: Magazines – Mainstream and Alternative Media
Section C: Media in the Digital Age – Video Games

MEDIA STUDIES

Course Content

A2 Unit 4: Creating a Cross-Media Production
A cross-media production, including individual investigative research and development, created in response
to a choice of briefs set by WJEC.

Assessment Method / Examination
Unit 1: Investigating the Media = Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes (24% of qualification)
Unit 2: Creating a Media Production = Non-exam assessment - Coursework (16% of qualification)
Unit 3: Media in the Global Age = Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes (36% of qualification)
Unit 4: Creating a Cross-Media Production = Non-exam assessment – Coursework (24% of qualification)

Future Pathways
Higher Education - A degree in Media Studies, Careers working with television/ new media
companies, Arts and literary management, Teaching, Public relations.
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GCE MUSIC
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Course description
During the course, pupils will receive the opportunity to develop their solo and/ or ensemble skills
by means of individual practice and performances. Pupils are also given the opportunity to develop
their composing skills by researching and exploring specific styles and traditions along with the
creation of a “free” composition. During the course, pupils will further develop their appraising
skills by studying a variety of set works.

Entry requirements

Qualification

GCSE Music grade C or above.

AS - Grades A – E
A level - Grades A* – E

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

During the course students are expected to prepare a performance (MU1) lasting between 6 and 8
minutes on their chosen instrument/voice. The performance can be a solo performance or part of
an ensemble. Students also need to compose (MU2) two pieces demonstrating an understanding
of the conventions of the Western Classical Tradition and in response to a brief set by the WJEC.
The second composition is to be of any style chosen by the candidate. The Western Classical
tradition is studied during the year (MU3) by focussing on Religious Choral Music (1730-1800)
including Mozart’s Requiem. In addition to this the following areas are studied: Musical Theatre OR
Rock and Pop (1965-1990) or Jazz (1940-1965)

Course Content A2
During the course students get the opportunity to specialise in performing or composing; i.e.
perform for longer or compose a third composition. Performances are expected to last
between 6-8 minutes OR 10-12 minutes; compositions last between either 3-6 minutes (2
pieces) OR 5-9 minutes (3 darn).

MUSIC

Course Content AS

Religious Choral Music (1730-1800) is studied including Verdi’s Requiem. Alongside this
Impressionism (Debussy and Ravel) is also studied as a part of the study of The Western
Classical Tradition. Also studied will be Popular Music in Wales OR American Musical Theatre
OR Jazz Legends

Assessment / Examinations
AS
A2

End of Yr.12 – MU 1, MU 2 and MU3
End of Yr.13 – MU 4, MU 5 and MU6

(40%)
(60%)

Future Pathways




Music AS Level/ A Level could open doors to careers in performing, composing or
producing research for television or radio programmes.
Education – teaching.
Employers and universities look favourably upon the qualification due to the
analytical and creative nature of the course.
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GCE PHYSICS
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Course description
The content of the AS module is a natural progression to work studied for GCSE, and the work
in the A Level modules builds further on work studied in the AS modules. Both courses offer
an insight into the Physical world, show how Physics is applied in everyday life, and offer
opportunities to attain Level 3 within all the key skill areas of communication, numeracy and
IT. The 2 practical examinations will also develop problem solving and practical skills.
Qualification

GCSE Physics or GCSE Double science B or
above.
GCSE Mathematics grade B or above.
5 Level 2 Qualifications.

AS - Grades A – E
A level - Grades A* – E

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
AS Physics course (2 Units):
Unit 1 – Motion, Energy, Matter
Unit 2 – Electricity and Light
A Level (the above plus a further 3 units):
Unit 3 – Oscillations and Nuclei
Unit 4 – Fields and Options (Medical Physics, The Physics of Sports or Energy and the Environment)
Unit 5 – Practical examination

Assessment / Examinations
AS (End of Year 12 assessment):
Unit 1 (written examination - 90 minutes) [80 marks] and Unit 2 (written examination – 90
minutes) [80 marks]
A Level (End of Year 13 assessment):
Unit 4 (written examination – 135 minutes) [100 marks], Unit 4 (written examination – 120
minutes) – [100 marks] and Unit 5 (practical examination – 150 minutes) [50 marks]

PHYSICS

Entry requirements

Future Pathways
Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced Level courses in Physics are the starting points to
further studies and employment in a number of different fields – Astronomy, Computing,
Dentistry, Electronics, Medicine, Veterinary Science, Accounting and all areas of Engineering.
In the present climate, these fields can offer more job security than most to a person with
suitable qualifications. For students who wish to specialise in the Humanities or the Arts,
studying Physics AS as an additional subject would widen and give more balance to their
curriculum.
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Religious Studies is an important, academic course that prepares students for a vast array of
fields. There is a great diversity in course content over the two years, with a great focus on
developing informed, tolerant citizens that have the ability to discuss moral and religious
issues in a mature and informed manner. Students will have the opportunity to study Judaism
with a focus on religious concepts, important figures and way of life. The second unit will focus
on the Philosophy of religion and moral issues. The main issues discussed will be arguments
for the existence of God, the problem of evil and religious experience. As part of the ethics
section, there will be a focus on ethical theory and how these play a part in our society.
Entry requirements
Grade C in Welsh and English
Language at GCSE plus a further 3 A*C grade within other subjects.

Qualification
Graddau A – E
(Uwch Gyfrannol)
Graddau A* – E
(Uwch)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
There are 5 units over the two years. Two will be studied in year 12, and the remaining 3 in
year 13. The first unit which is the study of one world faith is examined through one 1hour
and 25 minute paper where students are required to answer two questions out of a choice of
four. During the second examination of 1hour and 45 minutes, students are required to
answer three questions out of a choice of six [divided into philosophy and ethics] During year
13, students are examined through two examinations that are 1 hour and 30 minutes in length
where students are required to answer one knowledge question and two evaluation questions
from a choice of four themes.

Assessment / Examinations
AS
A2

End of Yr.12 – Unit 1 Introduction to religion [15%]
Unit 2 Introduction to the philosophy of religion/ethics [25%]
End of Yr.13 - Unit 3 Study of religion [20%]
Unit 4 Religion and ethics [20%]
Unit 5 Philosophy of religion [20%]

Future Pathways
 University degree in Religious Studies .
 Education e.g. teaching.
 Law
 Politics
 Social Services
Public Services
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GCE SOCIOLOGY
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Sociology is a varied and interesting course that develops several vital skills for many future
careers. Students will have the opportunity to evaluate ideas, theories, and research many
modern topics. The course is divided into four over the two years. In year 12, students will
study the family and culture, where the family, homes, generations and family structure are
defined, families in relation to race, ethnicity and class. The second unit focuses on
understanding culture. Students will study research methods and the processes that are part
of the work of sociologists. There will also be a focus on education and how this has changed
within the society. In year 13, two units are studied, the first focuses on crime and the second
revisits sociological research methods and a synoptic unit that collects information from all
units through the study of social inequality.
Entry requirements
Grade B in Welsh and English
Language at GCSE plus a further 3 A*C grades within other subjects.

Qualification
Graddau A – E
(Uwch Gyfrannol)
Graddau A* – E
(Uwch)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
There are 4 units studied over two years. The first unit is examined through one examination 1
hour and 15 minutes in length where students much answer one compulsory question on key
concepts and the second will focus on the family. The second examination which is 2 hours in
length will include one question on research methods, the second on the chosen option which
is Education. The third unit is examined through a two hour paper based on the crime unit. The
final examination is a two hour and 15 minute paper based on research methods and social
inequalities.

Assessment / Examinations
AS
A2

SOCIOLOGY

Course description

End of Yr.12 – Unit 1 Acquiring culture [15%]
Unit 2 Understanding Society and Social enquiry [25%]
End of Yr.13 - Unit 3 Power and control [25%]
Unit 4 Social Inequality/ methods of sociological enquiry [35%]

Future Pathways






University degree in Sociology.
Education e.g. teaching
Law
Politics
Social Services
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GCE ART & DESIGN
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Course description
The course consolidates and expands upon the learning at GCSE Art, hence a previous study of Art at GCSE
Level is an essential requirement. The students will have the opportunity to continue their study of Art in a
department which has an excellent track record of examination results.

Qualification

GCSE Art grade C or above

Grades A – E
(Advanced Subsidiary)
Grades A* – E (A Level)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
Year 12 (AS)
The coursework involves a teacher instigated starting point where students are invited to respond to a given
theme in an appropriately creative and individual manner. A written element is also key at this level (2000+
words). This element constitutes 100% of the final AS grade (40% of the final A Level Grade). Elements of Art
and Design which will be covered during the course include:
 Printing
 Stencil creating
 Digital art skills
 Drawing and Painting
 3-D
 Art contextual appreciation.

Year 13 (A)
Contrary to other subjects at A Level, students are expected to choose their own theme (following discussion
with the teacher) and create a highly individual response to their personal creative interest. A written
element is also key at this level (2000+ words).

Assessment Method / Examination
AS

Unit 1 – COURSEWORK PROJECT (100% AS) | September – April

(40%)

A Level

Unit 2 – COURSEWORK PROJECT (36%) | September – February
Unit 3 – EXTERNALLY SET (24%) | February - May

(60%)

ART & DESIGN

Entry requirements

Future Pathways





University degree in a range of creative courses or other related disciplines. (Graphic design,
Design and Textiles for Fashion, Fine Arts, Photography, Advertising and Media etc.)
The World of Business, Communication and Advertising.
Education e.g. Teaching.
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GCE WELSH
Course length
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY – 1 year; A LEVEL – 2 years (AS+1).

Course description
AS and A level specifications in Welsh (first language) will build on the knowledge, understanding
and skills specified for GCSE Welsh Language and Literature. By studying Welsh, you will develop
negotiation skills, reasoning, analysis, and interpretation that will be beneficial whilst expressing
complex ideas in other subjects. Undoubtedly, these are key skills when applying for jobs or
competing for a place at university or college.
AS - % C grades at GCSE + Higher tier
(Welsh Language and Literature = B)
A Level = D or above at AS Level

Qualification
Grades A – E
(AS Level)
Grades A* – E
A Level)

Examination Board
WJEC
www.wjec.co.uk

Course Content
The course consists of 6 units:
AS

Assessment /
Examinations

A Level

Assessment /
Examinations

Unit 1 – Oral
Examination
1. Siwan (drama)
2. Hedd Wyn (film)

Unit 2 –Internal
Assessment
1.Creative
2. Opinion

Unit 3 – Examination paper
a) Grammar
b) Essay question poetry

External examiner
(15%)

Internal Assessment
(10%)

External Assessment
(15%)

Unit 4 - Oral
Examination
Martha, Jac a Sianco gan
Caryl Lewis
Synoptic element

Unit 5 - Examination
paper
Medieval prose, Early
and Medieval Poetry

Unit 6 - Examination paper
a) Literary
appreciation
b) Welsh language in
context

External examiner
(20%)

External Assessment
(20%)

External Assessment
(20%)

WELSH

Entry requirements

Future Pathways
There is a lack of people with professional Welsh skills in Wales. You are certainly more
desirable as a jobseeker in Wales if you’re confident to work through the medium of Welsh.
Studying Welsh at A Level could also lead to opportunities such as:
 Studying Welsh at University – at degree level.
 Education – e.g. teaching
 Journalism
 The Media
 Creative Writing
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