14-16 LEARNING PATHWAYS

Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda

YSGOL GYFUN CWM RHONDDA

KS4 PROSPECTUS 2019 – 2021

www.ygcwmrhondda.cymru

INTRODUCTION
The time has come to make other important decisions which will further customise your individual
Learning Pathway. Your choice of subjects will have a major impact on your future and therefore you need
to think carefully before deciding. The aim of this prospectus is to assist you to make the right decision.

Your 14-16 Learning Pathway
As you move into Key Stage 4, you need to plan your Learning Pathway carefully. As part of your Learning
Pathway you must choose three subjects in addition to the mandatory Core Subjects. As well as the formal
learning (Core Subjects & Options) everyone’s pathway will involve learning experiences which are flexible
and informal.

The Formal Learning Pathway 14-16 (Core Subjects & Options)
Every pupil must study the Core Subjects, and the Options Curriculum is designed to meet everyone’s
needs. Should you encounter any problems in making a decision, your form tutor or careers officer can
guide and advise you. The important question to ask is “What would I like to do when I leave school?” You
should choose the subjects that help you answer this question. If you encounter problems, ask for
assistance.
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SUBJECTS IN YEARS 10 & 11
CORE

Every pupil will also receive
these subjects on their
timetable:
In addition, all pupils will take
part in activity days in order to
meet the statutory requirements
of the following subjects /
frameworks:

•
•
•
•
•
•

WELSH
ENGLISH
MATHEMATICS
SCIENCE
NATIONAL WELSH BACCALAUREATE
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

•
•
•

PSE and Sex Education
Careers and the World of Work
Religious Education

OPTIONS
Computer Science
Information Technology
Technology – Product Design
Triple Science
Business Studies
Health and Social Care
Physical Education
• Sports
• Team Leading and Personal Development
in the Community
• Art
• Drama
• Media Studies
• Music
• Spanish
• Geography
• History
• Personal, Social and Emotional Education
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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The Options Process
The whole process is a positive and exciting experience for Year 9 pupils as they continue with their
Learning Pathway into Key Stage 4.
The initial step involves a Free Choice. This allows our pupils to learn which subjects and qualifications we
offer in school. They choose three subjects from which the programme then designs three subject
columns.
The second step for our pupils is to decide upon their Learning Pathway. This involves choosing one
subject from each option column. During this period we aim to interview each pupil to offer further
guidance and support.
At this stage, we also invite parents to an Options Evening at the school. Our aim on this evening is to
advise parents of the qualifications and subjects their children are interested in and allow an opportunity
for discussions with the Progress Leader and Subject Leaders.
Throughout the process you are welcome to contact the school with any questions or queries. Contact Mrs
Helen Griffith (Progress Leader) HG@ygcwmrhondda.cymru

Learning Pathways which are flexible and informal
There are many extra-curricular activities available to pupils in Year 9, 10 & 11:•
•
•
•
•
•

Sports Teams
Drama and Music Productions
Eisteddfod
The School Council
Public Speaking
Duke of Edinburgh Award

The Pastoral Support System
All of our Year 9, 10 & 11 pupils have a supportive and dynamic pastoral care system which offers
leadership, support and advise throughout this crucial period.
We support the progress of our pupils by securing time with form tutors who help improve the learning
and performance of individuals and discuss any issues or problems. The form tutors will also interview
pupils regularly to help overcome any barriers to pupil’s learning and to offer guidance and advice to
individuals.
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Each year group has a diligent and supportive Head of Year who offers everyday support and leadership to
pupils. The Progress Leader also works to ensure that each pupil achieves his or her full potential through
underlining the importance of achievement and progress and removing barriers to learning.

Careers
We offer a wide range of Career opportunities that will be of assistance to our pupils here at Ysgol Gyfun
Cwm Rhondda. Every pupil will receive an interview with our Careers Advisor, Mrs Sian ab Iestyn, as well as
opportunities to discuss their career paths with Career teachers in their PSE lessons.
Here at Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda, pupils are given the opportunity to choose their options in Year 9 using
Careers Wales website – www.careerswales.com. With the assistance of form tutors and subject teachers,
pupils will be advised accordingly and will receive advice regarding their career path. Pupils are given
ample opportunity to discuss these choices within Enrichment sessions as well with their class tutors, and
in a Year 9 Options evening.
Pupils attend Work Experience for a week whilst in Year 10. This opportunity enables the pupils to begin
considering their career path whilst studying here at Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda. Each employer will assess
the pupils and will have the opportunity to fill a report at the end of the experience.
If you would like more information regarding Careers at our school, please contact Mrs Helen Griffith, or
Mrs Sian ab Iestyn the school’s Careers Advisor.

The School Council
The voice of the pupil is very important to us at Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhondda and as elected members of the
School Council, pupils are able to discuss and debate issues and concerns with their peers. The Council
develops understanding and communication through the school from Year 7 to Year 13. It is an honour
and responsibility to sit on the School Council and a unique opportunity for pupils to develop important
and useful skills and attributes.
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SUBJECT CONTENTS
CORE SUBJECTS
o
o
o
o
o

Welsh
English
Mathematics + Mathematics – Numeracy
Science
Skills Challenge Certificate (part of the National Welsh Baccalaureate)
OPTION CHOICES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Art and Design
Business Studies
Computer Science
Design Technology
Drama
Geography
History
Health and Social
ICT
Leadership through Sports BTEC
Media Studies
Music
Physical Education
Personal, Social and Emotional Education
Spanish
Team Leadership and Personol Development
Triple Science

Please Note:
• Courses may not be able to run if classes are not viable
• Some courses are often oversubscribed. If this is the case, pupils are asked to
choose a different subject.
• While every effort is made to ensure that pupils can study their option choices, the
pupils' ability to pursue the subject successfully will be considered.
• EACH OPTION COURSE IS A 2 YEAR COURSE
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WELSH

GCSE

Every pupil in years 10 and 11, KS4 will study an examination course in Welsh awarded with a certificate at
the end of two years.
At present, the Welsh Joint Education Committee prepares courses to meet the various needs of pupils in
both the field of Language and Literature. The Welsh Department wishes to stress that each individual will
follow the course appropriate to herself/himself that will enable each individual to develop his/her
potential to the utmost of his/her ability. The WJEC offers both Language and Literature courses in Welsh.
LANGUAGE:

During the course pupils will be encouraged to:i)
ii)
iii)

Foster positive attitudes towards the Welsh language.
Develop accurate, appropriate and clear expression in both the written and spoken
language.
To read in order to gain pleasure and understanding of various materials and
respond to them.

There are three aspects to the assessment structure:
Oral tasks 30%
Two examination papers assessing reading and writing (2 x 35% = 70%)
LITERATURE: Pupils will be encouraged to:i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)

Develop an interest in various aspects of literature through wide and varied reading
in depth, and study of literature from different periods.
Develop an awareness of literary heritage.
Develop an interest in the literary presentation of television and film.
Analyse artistic purposes of writers.
Respond intelligently to literature using appropriate language, orally and in writing.

There are three aspects to the assessment structure:
An examination on poetry
An examination on the novel
An oral assessment based on a film
Written tasks
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25%
25%
25%
25%

ENGLISH

GCSE

As a Department we keep emphasizing that English is something our students can do: our aim is to further
refine skills and encourage a greater awareness and exploration of language in Speaking and Listening,
Reading and Writing.
During the two years of the GCSE / Key Stage 4 English course, students will be encouraged to develop:1)

Understanding of the spoken word and the capacity to express themselves effectively in a variety of
speaking and listening activities, matching style and response to audience and purpose;

2)

The ability to read and respond to all types of writing and develop information retrieval strategies
for the purpose of study;

3)

The ability to construct and convey meaning in written language using correct grammar and
standard English (except in contexts where non-standard forms are needed for literary purposes),
matching style to audience and purpose.

ENGLISH LITERATURE - GCSE / KS 4
English teachers in this school are convinced of the central importance of literature: it provides lasting
enjoyment, develops students’ understanding of themselves and others, and invites a sophisticated
awareness of the use of language. In the words of Ezra Pound, “Simply, literature is language charged
with meaning to the utmost possible degree.”
The GCSE / Key Stage 4 course is designed to give students opportunities to explore their literary interests
and encourage them to develop:
1)

The ability to read, understand and respond to all types of literary texts, to appreciate the ways in
which authors achieve their effects and to develop information retrieval strategies for the purposes
of literary study

2)

Awareness of personal, social and cultural significance in the study of literature.

Finally, we are firmly of the opinion that all students have something important to contribute to our
subject area.
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MATHEMATICS

GCSE

What can I expect by studying Mathematics for GCSE?
When introducing Mathematics on G.C.S.E level to our pupils, we intend to inspire, to motivate and change
them by following a broad, cohesive, satisfying and valuable course. We will concentrate on developing our
pupils’ confidence in Mathematics as well as nurturing a positive attitude towards the subject and to
encourage them to realise the importance and value of Mathematics in their own lives and in the lives of
the wider community. We will aim to prepare learners to make intelligent decisions regarding the use of
technology, managing finance and to lead them towards further learning opportunities and career choices.
The structure for assessing the units of this specification is as follows:
Higher Tier:
Grades
A*- C
Intermediate Tier:
Grades
B-E
Foundation Tier:
Grades
D-G
Every student must sit two written examinations.
Paper 1: 50%
Higher Tier - 1 hour 45 minutes

Intermediate Tier - 1 hour 45 minutes

Foundation Tier – 1 hour 30 minutes
The written paper for both tier will include a number of short and long questions which are structure and nonstructured which can cover all topics within the syllabus. A number of questions will assess pupils understanding of
more than one aspect of the course in one question. A calculator is not permitted for this paper.

Paper 2: 50%
Higher Tier - 1 hour 45 minutes

Intermediate Tier - 1 hour 45 minutes

Foundation Tier – 1 hour 30 minutes
The written paper for both tier will include a number of short and long questions which are structure and nonstructured which can cover all topics within the syllabus. A number of questions will assess pupils understanding of
more than one aspect of the course in one question. A calculator is permitted for this paper.
Every paper has questions that asses their written communication skills which included the Mathematical
Communicational skills. These questions will be noted clearly on the paper.
A decision regarding which tier each individual will be sitting will be done by communication between teacher and
pupil and with discussion between teachers and parents.
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MATHEMATICS NUMERACY

GCSE

What can I expect by studying Mathematics Numeracy GCSE?
The Mathematics Numeracy GCSE will build on and progress from the levels of numeracy expected at the end of Key
Stage 3 through the Literacy and Numeracy Framework and will assess the mathematics that learners will need in
their everyday lives, in the world of work, and in other general curriculum areas.
The structure for assessing the units of this specification is as follows:
Higher Tier:
Grades
A*- C
Intermediate Tier:
Grades
B-E
Foundation Tier:
Grades
D-G
Every student must sit two written examinations.
Paper 1: 50%
Higher Tier - 1 hour 45 minutes

Intermediate Tier - 1 hour 45 minutes

Foundation Tier – 1 hour 30 minutes

The written paper for both tier will include a number of short and long questions which are structure and nonstructured which can cover all topics within the syllabus. Some of these questions will involve different parts that
assess different aspects of numeracy but in the same context.
A number of questions will assess pupils understanding of more than one aspect of the course in one question.
A calculator is not permitted for this paper.

Paper 2: 50%
Higher Tier - 1 hour 45 minutes

Intermediate Tier - 1 hour 45 minutes

Foundation Tier – 1 hour 30 minutes

The written paper for both tier will include a number of short and long questions which are structure and nonstructured which can cover all topics within the syllabus. Some of these questions will involve different parts that
assess different aspects of numeracy but in the same context.
A number of questions will assess pupils understanding of more than one aspect of the course in one question.
A calculator is permitted for this paper.
Every paper has questions that asses their written communication skills which included the Mathematical
Communicational skills. These questions will be noted clearly on the paper.
A decision regarding which tier each individual will be sitting will be done by communication between teacher and
pupil and with discussion between teachers and parents.
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SCIENCE

GCSE SCIENCE (Double award)

Pupils choosing not to follow the triple course option will follow one of the following available pathways in
KS4 Science:
Ø GCSE Science (Double award).
Ø GCSE Applied Science (Double award).
Ø GCSE Applied Science (Single award).

Science is a core subject and as such it’s study is compulsory for all at Key Stage 4.
GCSE SCIENCE (DOUBLE AWARD)
The course leads to pupils attaining 2 GCSEs in Science.
Pupils will study 6 formal units during the 2 year course, as well as completing a practical controlled
assessment in Year 11.
The course is assessed through 6 external examinations, where 2 tiers exist:
Higher (grades A* - D) and foundation (grades C – G).
The course contains all 3 disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, focusing on the following areas of
study:
• Life processes and living things
• Materials and their properties
• Physical properties.
Pupils that follow this course can progress to further study of Biology, Chemistry and Physics at AS and A
Level.
GCSE Science
(Double award)
Biology 1
Chemistry 1
Physics 1
Biology 2
Chemistry 2
Physics 2
Practical assessment
(data collection / data analysis)
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Contribution to
the award (%)
15
15
15
15
15
15
10

Length of
assessment
75 minutes
75 minutes
75 minutes
75 minutes
75 minutes
75 minutes
(x2) 1 hour
sessions

Assessment
Dates
Summer
2020
Summer
2021
Spring
2021

APPLIED SCIENCE (DOUBLE AWARD)

GCSE

The course leads to pupils attaining 2 GCSEs in Science.
Pupils will study 3 units during the 2 year course, as well as completing two practical controlled
assessments in Year 11.
The course is assessed through 3 external examinations, where 2 tiers exist:
Higher (grades A* - D) and foundation (grades C – G).
The course contains all 3 disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, focusing on the following areas of
study:
•
•
•

Unit 1 – Energy, Resources and the Environment
Unit 2 – Space, Health and Life
Unit 3 – Food, Materials and Processes
GCSE Applied Science
(Double award)

Contribution to
the award (%)
22.5
22.5
25

Length of
assessment
90 minutes
90 minutes
90 minutes

Assessment of practical skills
(carry out a full investigation / data
analysis / risk assessment)

20

(x5) 1 hour
sessions

Practical assessment
(data collection / data analysis)

10

(x2) 1 hour
sessions

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3

Assessment
Dates
Summer
2020
Summer
2021
November
2020
Spring 2021

Allows learners access to the Level 3 Diploma in “Medical Science”
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GCSE APPLIED SCIENCE (SINGLE AWARD)

GCSE

The course leads to pupils attaining a single GCSE in Science.
Pupils will study 2 units during the 2 year course, as well as completing two practical controlled
assessments in Year 11.
The course is assessed through 3 external examinations, where 2 tiers exist:
Higher (grades A* - D) and foundation (grades C – G).
The course contains all 3 disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, focusing on the following areas of
study:
GCSE Applied Science
(Double award)
Unit 1 – Science in the modern World

Contribution to
the award (%)
40

Length of
assessment
90 minutes

Unit 2 – Science to support our
lifestyles
Assessment of practical skills
(carry out a full investigation / data
analysis)

30

90 minutes

20

(x4) 1 hour
sessions

Practical assessment
(data collection / data analysis)

10

(x2) 1 hour
sessions

Assessment
Dates
Summer
2020
Summer
2021
November
2020
Spring 2021

Summary:
Course
GCSE Science (Double award)
GCSE Applied Science (Double award)
GCSE Applied Science (Single award)
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% Written
examination
90
70
70

% practical
assessment
10
30
30

SKILLS CHALLENGE CERTIFICATE (National Welsh Baccalaureate)
The new revised and more rigorous National Welsh Baccalaureate is based on a Skills Challenge Certificate and
Supporting Qualifications. The primary aim is to promote essential skills for employment and to provide
opportunities through three Challenges and an Individual Project. The new Welsh Baccalaureate will help learners
develop the skills they will need for college, university, employment and life. It will be studied alongside learners’
traditional choices at GCSE or vocational qualifications. The revised Welsh Baccalaureate will have a clear focus on
the following essential and employability skills:
• Literacy
• Numeracy
• Digital literacy
• Critical thinking and problem-solving
• Planning and organisation
• Creativity and innovation
• Personal effectiveness
Learners will develop and use these skills,
and the skills will be assessed, by completing
an individual project and three “challenges”:
• Global citizenship challenge
• Enterprise and employability challenge
• Community challenge.
THE NATIONAL WELSH BACCALAUREATE:
To achieve the National Welsh Baccalaureate, learners must achieve the National
Skills Challenge Certificate together with the following Supporting Qualifications:
•
•
•

GCSE Welsh Language or GCSE English Language at grade A* - C
GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy at grade A* - C
A minimum of three further GCSEs grade A*- C, of which two may be
equivalent qualifications (BTEC / IVET).

The central focus of the Welsh Baccalaureate at Key Stage 4 is to provide a vehicle for learners to consolidate and
develop essential and employability skills. The qualification will help learners to prepare for their future by
developing skills, attributes and behaviours valued by post-16 educators and potential employers.
Through the Welsh Baccalaureate learners will raise their skills levels and confidence, enabling and empowering
them to take their place as responsible and active citizens within a diverse society. Alongside and through the
development of skills, the Welsh Baccalaureate provides learners with the opportunity to develop their knowledge
and understanding of society, the community in which they live and an awareness of global issues,
events and perspectives.
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ART

GCSE

Art is an extremely popular subject at GCSE and over the past few years, with a high number of each
academic year having chosen the subject at option time. Standards within the department are extremely
high. Annually since 2001, over 95% of pupils have achieved an A*-C pass rate, and on eight occasions the
A*- C pass rate for the department was 100%.
COURSE CONTENT:
Pupils will develop their skills using a range of techniques and processes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Intaglio
Printing
Textiles
Painting
Drawing
Digital Art
3D work

We work closely with the parents to inform them of their child’s progress and push each individual towards
their optimum grade. Such high standards are due in no small part to the co-operation of the parents and
the enjoyment most pupils deride from their study of a wholly practical and varied subject.
ASSESSMENT
Coursework constitute 60% of the final grade and pupils are encouraged to develop an individual portfolio
expressing personal interests. The creative industries are a major employer and we see our subject as
being pivotal in providing both career opportunities and a chance to succeed.

EXAMINATION
Research based project to commence in January, with the external practical examination in April. This
constitutes 40% of the overall grade.
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BUSINESS STUDIES

GCSE

Business Studies is a GCSE course which offers students the opportunity to learn about business and its
activities, and the effects that several factors have on the business environment. The Department has
successfully delivered the course for a number of Years.
CONTENTS
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

Business Organisations - e.g. legal forms of business, organisation, control, objectives,
size and location.
Marketing - e.g. research, product development, pricing, place, distribution, advertising
and promotion.
Finance - e.g. sources of finance, control of cash, financial documents, interpretation of accounts,
profit.
People - e.g. motivation and reasons for working, leadership, job roles, recruitment, local and
national employment.
The Business Environment - including the government, the public sector, Europe, the
economy, International trade, the environment.

The purpose of the course is to show the inter-dependent nature of business - how one aspect affects
another within its environment.

ASSESSMENT
2 examinations to completed at the end of year 11. There is no coursework. Both papers will assess the
same content, however, they will assess different skills.
Unit 1: Business World
Written examination: 2 Hours
62.5% of the qualification
100 marks
A mix of short answer and structured questions based on stimulus material covering all of the specification
content.
Unit 2: Business Perceptions
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
37.5% of the qualification
60 marks
Data response questions covering all of the specification content
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

GCSE

Course Description
Following a course in GCSE Computer Science encourages learners to be inspired, stimulated and excited
by following a broad, coherent and challenging course of study. It is a rigorous academic discipline
incorporating a scientific and mathematical approach which should help students gain valuable thinking
skills that will be attractive to employers and relevant in a vast range of situations and careers.
The specification in Computer Science enables students to:
• become discerning computer users, able to make informed decisions regarding hardware, software,
storage, memory, networks and programming
• acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of computers and
computer programs in a range of contexts
• understand how computer systems work
• improve their understanding of current technologies and trends towards the future
• develop their understanding of the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental issues that
arise in this digital age
• recognise potential risks when computing, and develop safe and secure systems using professional
standards
• communicate effectively both orally and in writing
• be better prepared for further education, training or employment

Course Content
Unit 1: Understanding Computer Science
WJEC will set a written examination at the end of Year 11 covering the following aspects:
• Computer Systems
• Data Representation
• Computer Software
• Networks
• Internet & Communications
• Algorithms
• Programming
• User interface design (Ui)
• User experience design (UX)
• Ethical, Social, and Legal Aspects
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Unit 2: Solving Problems Using Computers
This assessment consists of a series of tasks set by WJEC and completed on-screen by students. These tasks will
assess the practical application of programming knowledge. The creation of an interactive computer game is a core
feature of this unit.
Some of these tasks will require work to be completed using Greenfoot, a JAVA based package which is freely
available for legal download (http://www.greenfoot.org/door).
Unit 3: Developing Computing Solutions
This controlled assessment will give students the opportunity to develop a piece of work using programming
software following a task brief from a choice of two issued by WJEC.
The tasks will be set so that they can be completed using any of a range of text-based languages such as C, C++,
Pascal, PHP, Python, Visual Basic, etc. Students will be expected to produce a word-processed report of about 2,000
words.

Assessment Method / Examination
Unit 1: Understanding Computer Science
Unit 2: Solving Problems Using Computers
Unit 3: Developing Computing Solutions

50%
30%
20%

Future Pathways
Whilst there is no specific requirement for prior learning in the WJEC AS/Advanced GCE courses in
Computer Science or Applied ICT there is a clear progression route from this course.
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DRAMA

GCSE

Unit 1:
Devising Theatre.
Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated: 40% of qualification.
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre.
Learners complete a written evaluation of the devised performance.
Learners work in groups of between two and five performers.
Unit 2:
Performing Theatre.
Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner: 20% of qualification.
Learners participate in a performance based on two 10 minute extracts from a performance text of their
own choice.
Unit 3:
Interpreting Theatre.
Written examination: 40% of qualification
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GEOGRAPHY

GCSE

If you enjoy learning about the world and its people and are keen to know more about the planet’s
geography, you will be sure to enjoy this interesting and exciting course. There will be opportunities to
visit places in the field trips during the course.
Course aims
To give pupils the opportunity to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop an interest in the subject.
To develop a wider knowledge and understanding of the interrelationship between people and
their environment in a variety of places in the world.
To gain knowledge and understanding of physical and human processes.
To develop a sense of place by studying a variety of real places.
To develop knowledge and understanding of patterns and distributions and to develop timely and
topical interpretations of geographical phenomena.
To develop competence in the use and relevant application of skills and techniques including map
work, the use of computers and geographical enquiry.
To develop an informed appreciation of issues and to make decisions based on judgment and to
become a responsible citizens.

FIELD WORK OPPORTUNITIES
The department makes good use of fieldwork opportunities, with at least two days out of the classroom to
alternative locations around South Wales to enhance their understanding of the different physical and
human elements studied.
•
•

One day field trip to study the Ogmore River or coastal area, concentrating on its river/coastal
processes and formation and in areas, flood defences and their successes.
One day field trip to Cardiff city centre to collect the data needed to complete their course work on
varying themes of changes to retail.

ASSESMENT:
There are 2 examinations at the end of Year 11 (80% of the final mark) and all pupils are required to
complete the two field work trips to study both physical and human location. Course work questions will
be submitted to the school and completed individually under examination conditions during December
Year 11 [20%].
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COURSE CONTENTS
EXAMINATION 1 – CHANGING PHYSICAL AND HUMAN LANDSCAPES
DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPES
OF THE UK
RIVERS OF THE UK
URBAN-RURAL CONTINUUM
IN THE UK
CONTRASTING GLOBAL
CITIES
PLATE TECTONICS

A study of the UK’s landforms, the effects human activities have
upon them and how to manage this.
Understanding of river processes, their landforms, effects on people
and how to control this.
Differences between rural and urban areas, how they’re changing,
population change and its effects, plus changes to retail in the UK.
What are the global patterns of urbanisation, the consequences
within two cities and how global cities are connected?
Understanding the processes of plate tectonics and their land
formations, impacts on areas and people plus strategies to reduce
the effects.

EXAMINATION 2 – ENVIRONMENTAL AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

WEATHER AND CLIMATE

ECOSYSTEMS

GLOBAL INEQUALITIES

WATER
REGIONAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
COURSE WORK
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Understanding of climate change, the causes and effects, plus how
people and governments can work to reduce the impacts.
Different types of weather and climate around the world, weather
effects on people and areas, weather hazards and how to reduce the
impacts.
Different global ecosystems, prosesses and influences that are
associated, plus how to reduce these influences and ensure control
in a sustainable manor.
How to measure global development, what are global patterns of
development, what are the casuses and effects of development
inequalities and how can we solve this. What are the impacts of
increasing consumer choice on the global environment.
Why is there an increase need for water and how can we increase
supply in a sustainable manor.
What are the causes and effects of economic regional development
and how can we reduce the unequal development.
Pupils must create two coursework reports to assess their fieldwork
methods of collecting and exhibiting physical and human data.
Pupils must answer a series of examination questions under
examination conditions based on the two previously completed
reports.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

GCSE

The qualifications will equip learners with knowledge and understanding of the
development and care of individuals from conception to old age.
Learners will gain an understanding of how service provision in the Health and Social Care,
and Childcare sectors in Wales support the development and well-being of individuals.
Learners will also be introduced to a broad range of roles within the Health and Social Care,
and Childcare sectors which will help them to develop an understanding of the career
pathways available to them.
The GCSE in Health and Social Care, and Childcare (Single Award) will cover key topics.
YOU WILL BE STUDYING THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:
Human growth, development and well-being
Promoting and maintaining health and well-being
ASSESSMENT METHOD
Unit 1: Human growth, development and well-being
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
40% of Single Award qualification
Unit 2: Promoting and maintaining health and well-being
Non-exam assessment: approximately 25 hours
60% of Single Award qualification
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HISTORY

GCSE

Pupils will be able to study History to GCSE level. The course is suitable for certain careers e.g.
Librarianship, Teaching or Museum and Archive related work. Other skills featured in History such as
analysing evidence and detecting prejudice or bias would be relevant to many jobs e.g. Journalism, the
Police or Law.
The GCSE course
A.

Paper 1 (1 hour)
Depression, War and Recovery, 1930-51
Pupils will study the development of Britain between 1930-51. There will be opportunites to study
the impact of the Great Depression and the Social Reform brought about in the years following the
Second World War e.g. The NHS.

B.

Paper 2 ( 1 hour)
Germany in a period of change, 1919-39
This unit focuses on the development of Germany in the period 1919 –1939.
Candidates will study the Nazi party’s effects on political, social, economic and cultural life.

C.

Paper 3 ( 1 hour 15 mins)
Changes in patterns of migration, 1500 –present day
This unit focuses on the paterns of British migration from c.1500 to the present day. Pupils will
study examples of Welsh migration including the case study of Patagonia and considered the
impact of migration on society.

D.

Course Work
The course work will include two pieces of historical investigation. The topics of investigation will
be set by WJEC. The coursework will be based on evaluating historical sources.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

GCSE

The Information and Communication Technology course is a progression of the Key Stage 3 work offered in
Years 7, 8 and 9. There will be five hours a fortnight teaching time, divided between theory and practical
lessons.
Course Content
The course will consist of theory and practical lessons in the following areas:
Communicating Information - Presentation and refinement skills for communicating information will be
taught, using word processing and desktop publishing packages.
Handling Information - Students on the course will learn how to manipulate information using database
packages, together with designing methods for the collection of data and its processing for particular
applications.
Modelling - Computers are being used increasingly for modelling. This modelling can range from modelling
company accounts to the simulation of various processes, including such diverse areas as modelling the
running of a farm and complex flight simulation models. Pupils following the course will learn how to
model these processes using a computer and to design computer-based models themselves.
Applications and Effects - The use of Information Technology and its effects on the community will also be
studied. Studies will be made of where and why computers are used, together with a study of the security
of data stored on computers.
Equipment, Methods and Systems within Applications - There will be a detailed study of the use of
Information Communication Technology within particular applications, together with the relevant
structures, hardware and software used.
Problem Solving - The course will also examine problem evaluation and solution using Information
Communication Technology.
ASSESSMENT
Coursework - 60% of the final examination mark will consist of two controlled tasks, 22½ hours per task,
set by the examination board.
Examination - The remaining 40% will be distributed evenly between two examinations sat modularly
during the year.
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MEDIA STUDIES

GCSE

The Media are a central element of modern life. They have a crucial role in providing information about the
world. The GCSE course allows students to study a media saturated world. We encourage and develop
analytic and creative skills.
The course broadens our investigative and research horizons, through enjoyment and delight in Media.
Throughout the 2 years we study a broad range of topics, such as:
•

Music

•

Television Drama

•

Advertising

•

Film and Television

•

Websites

•

Lifestyle and celebrity

•

News

Each topic will be explored through the three study areas of the GCSE Media Studies framework and reflect
the convergent nature of contemporary media. The topics will be assessed through external examination
and controlled assessment tasks.
Unit 1:
Exploring the Media. Written examination: 30% of qualification
Representations – advertising, video games and newspapers. This section will assess knowledge and
understanding of the representation of gender and events in relation to any of the media forms studied –
advertising, video games and newspapers.
Music- This section will assess knowledge and understanding of media language, representation, media
industries and audiences.
Unit 2:
Understanding Television and Film. Written examination: 30% of qualification
Section A: Wales on Television This section will assess knowledge of media industries, audiences, media language
and representation.
Section B: Contemporary Hollywood Film. This section will assess knowledge and understanding of media industries,
audiences and media language.
Unit 3:
Creating Media. Non-exam assessment 40% of qualification.
A media production, including individual research and planning, created in response to a choice of
briefs.
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MUSIC

GCSE

Whilst studying GCSE Music candidates’ cultural development, involvement in and enjoyment of music as
performers, composers and appraisers through the study of a wide range of music including the music of
Wales. By completing the GCSE Music course successfully, pupils show that they are dedicated, have the
ability to work with others and have the ability to analyse. Every individual’s skills are developed whilst
preparing contemporary ensembles.
Whilst studying GCSE Music candidates will study music from four Areas of Study:
• Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices
• Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble
• Area of study 3: Film Music
• Area of study 4: Popular Music
Every area of study will be assessed in the final listening examination.
UNIT 1: Performing Music 35 %

Controlled Assessment

Two contrasting performances. One piece must be as a member of an ensemble.
• Total performance time must not exceed ten minutes;
• One piece should connect with an Area of Study at Unit 3;
• Teacher assessed and externally moderated by a visiting moderator in February/March.
UNIT 2: Composing Music 35%

Controlled Assessment

Two contrasting compositions.
• Total playing time of both compositions should last between 3 and 6 minutes;
• Each composition should be linked to a different Area of Study at Unit 3;
• Candidates to complete a composition log;
• Teacher assessed and externally moderated in April/May.
UNIT 3: Appraising Music 30%

External Assessment

Written Examination (40%): 1½ hour listening / written examination based on unprepared musical extracts
under each of the Areas of Study and an evaluation of a performance/composition undertaken during the
course. Assessed externally in May/June.
It is expected that everyone who studies GCSE Music will commit themselves to the department’s
activities, be it an eisteddfod, school production, a member of the choir, orchestra or band. These extracurricular activities are not optional; we consider them to be very important in order to enrich technical
performing skills, experience of performing in ensembles and to enhance the pupil’s musical experiences
and general knowledge.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

GCSE

Aims
Candidates will be given the opportunity to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop and apply their knowledge, skills and understanding of physical education through selected
practical activities;
Develop their knowledge and understanding of the different factors that affect participation and
performance and demonstrate their relationship;
Understand the role of rules and conventions in selected activities;
Promote their understanding of the health benefits and risks associated with taking part in physical
activity;
Develop the skill necessary to analyse and improve performance;
Support their personal and social development through adopting roles in selected activities when
working with others.

Assessment
Candidates will be assessed by one examination paper (50% of the final mark) and through practical
activities (50% of the final mark)
Assessment Component
Paper 1 - Written Examination

(2hours) [100 marks]

Total Weighting
50%

Practical Activity Assessment [100 marks]:
Learners will be assessed in three different activities in the role of performer in at
least one individual sport, one team sport and one other.

50%

One activity will be a major activity which will have a personal fitness programme
linked to the activity.
Candidates will be assessed in three activities from the list outlined by the WJEC
examination board where activities that are not listed will not be accepted for
assessment.
Total Weighting:
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100%

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION - PRACTICAL OPTIONS FOR ASSESSMENT
Team activities
ASSOCIATION
FOOTBALL – 2
BASEBALL

Activities which can be
undertaken as a team or
individual activity
BADMINTON
DANCE – 7

BASKETBALL
CRICKET
GAELIC FOOTBALL
HOCKEY – 3
ICE HOCKEY – 3
LACROSSE
NETBALL
ROWING – 9
ROUNDERS
RUGBY LEAGUE – 5
RUGBY SEVENS – 5
RUGBY UNION- 5
SYNCHRONISED
SWIMMING – 6
VOLLEYBALL
WATER POLO – 6

MOUNTAIN WALKING – 18
ORIENTEERING - 18
ROCK CLIMBING - 8
SAILING - 20
SCULLING - 9
TABLE TENNIS
TENNIS
LIFESAVING – 19
RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS

Specialist team
activities
BLIND CRICKET
GOALBALL
TABLE CRICKET

Specialist activities as a
team or individual
POLYBAT

POWERCHAIR
FOOTBALL
WHEELCHAIR
FOOTBALL
WHEELCHAIR RUGBY
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Individual activities
AMATEUR BOXING
ATHLETICS (Including CrossCountry) – 10,11
CANOEING – 9
CYCLING – 11, 12, 13
DIVING – 14
EQUESTRIAN – 15
GOLF
GYMNASTICS – 4
JUDO
KARATE – 17
KAYAKING – 9
MOUNTAIN BIKING – 13
PERSONAL SURVIVAL – 19
SKIING – 16
SNOWBOARDING – 16
SQUASH
SURFING – 20
SWIMMING – 6, 11, 19
TAEKWONDO – 17
TRIATHLON – 11
WEIGHTLIFTING
WIND SURFING – 20
Specialist individual
activities
BOCCIA

Notes
1) Where any of these is used as the candidate's team activity, it must be assessed in the
team mode only (e.g. tennis doubles) and the individual version of the activity cannot then
be used as a separate activity for that candidate (e.g. tennis singles could not then be
assessed).
2) Association football cannot be five-a-side nor futsal
3) Hockey and ice hockey cannot be assessed with each other (must not be roller hockey)
4) Gymnastics and rhythmic gymnastics cannot be assessed with each other
5) Rugby league, rugby sevens and rugby union cannot be assessed with each other
6) Swimming, synchronised swimming and water polo cannot be assessed with each other
7) Dance can contribute as one activity only, i.e. multiple forms do not provide additional
activities
8) Rock climbing can be indoor or outdoor
9) Canoeing, kayaking, rowing and sculling cannot be assessed with each other
10) Athletics (including cross-country) can contribute as one activity only
11) Disciplines within a triathlon i.e. medium and long distance running (including crosscountry),
cycling and swimming, cannot be assessed as well as triathlon
12) Cycling can contribute as one activity only, i.e. multiple forms do not provide additional
activities
13) Cycling and mountain biking cannot be assessed with each other
14) Diving is platform diving only
15) Equestrian can contribute as one activity only, i.e. multiple forms do not provide additional
activities
16) Skiing and snowboarding can be on artificial slopes or on snow but cannot be assessed
with
each other
17) Karate and Taekwondo cannot be assessed with each other
18) Mountain walking and orienteering cannot be assessed with each other
19) Personal survival, lifesaving and swimming cannot be assessed with each other
20) Sailing, surfing and wind surfing cannot be assessed with each other
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LEADERSHIP THROUGH SPORTS

LEVEL 2 AWARD

Why study Level 2 Leadership Through Sport
An exciting course for anyone who has an interest in Physical Education and Sport to
develop knowledge, understanding and skills in a range of physical activities. It provides an
opportunity to improve performance in chosen activities through both hands on practical
work and a study a variety of aspects that lead to improvement. It also provides the
opportunity to learn the various procedures and skills associated with coaching, leadership
and health and safety issues. Following this course offers a variety of employment
prospects e.g. coaching, teaching, sport and leisure management and sports treatment.
What is the content of the course?
The course consists of mandatory and optional units of work, and all units are internally
assessed.
Students must complete:
One core unit:
Unit 1: Planning and Leading Sports Activities
There are a number of optional Units, where two are chosen, the chosen units are often
dependant on the group. Some examples of the more popular choices are ‘Injury in Sport’
and ‘Nutrition for Sports Performance’
Key skills are an integral part of studying any Physical Education or sports courses, and
there are a number of opportunities for their application and assessment e.g.
communication, problem solving, working with others, improving one’s own performance.
Possible Careers
Level 2 Award in Sport gives learners the opportunity to enter employment in the sport and
active leisure sector or to progress to higher education vocational qualifications such as the
Edexcel BTEC Certificate and Diploma in Sport-Level 3.
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SPANISH

GCSE

WHY CHOOSE A LANGUAGE?

• Businesses need employees who can speak modern foreign languages more than ever.
• Languages are useful and relevant to almost every job and industry – business, marketing, media,
engineering, web design, technology, the army.
• Languages go well with a variety of other subjects, such as Business Studies, Leisure and Tourism and
Media Studies.
• Languages open the door to jobs abroad, allow you to travel extensively, meet many new people from
other cultures and develop European and world wide awareness.

COURSE AIMS
The course is designed to give pupils the opportunity to:
• Deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Spanish language
• Investigate the culture of Spain and the Spanish speaking world
• Develop transferable skills such as communication and problem solving
• Gain knowledge on translation skills between two languages
• Allow students to understand cultural differences that exist within Europe and the wider world

COURSE CONTENTS
Content
The Spanish GCSE course now includes 3 Themes, which also have a selection of sub-topics;
Identity and Culture
Youth culture
Lifestyle
Customs and Traditions

Wales and the World –
areas of interest
Home and locality

Current and future study
and employment
Current study

The Wider World

Enterprise, Employability
and Future Plans

Global sustainability

Assessment
There are 4 examinations at the end of Year 11, students will complete Speaking, Listening, Writing and
Reading examinations, and an element of Translation between Spanish and Welsh will be included within
the Reading and Writing papers. Each element of the course counts for 25% of the overall grade.
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Team Leading and Personal Development in the Community

BTEC

Course Length
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Team Leading and Personal Development in the Community is equivalent to 2
GCSE C grades.

Course Description
The course is designed for learners to gain an understanding of the skills needed in planning and preparing to work
within organizations serving the community. The student will gain opportunities to develop valuable personal skills
as well as an understanding of job roles available within the local community.

Course Content
Extended Certificate
We will study a selection of the units listed below;
Unit 1 = Team Leading and Communication Skills
Unit 2 = Employment in the Uniformed Public Services
Unit 3 = Career Planning
Unit 4 = Health and Fitness
Unit 5 = Personal Development Through Adventurous Activities
Unit 6 = Land Navigation by Map and Compass

Assessment Method / Examination
Students are assessed by coursework assignments/practical activities.

Future Pathways
•
•
•

Police Services; Fire Services; Ambulance Services
Volunteering work
Youth work
There are no examinations in this course.
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TECHNOLOGY (PRODUCT DESIGN)

GCSE

How creative could you be?
Would you like to create new and exciting products?
Use your imagination and show us what you could do.
The Design and Technology Department are offering a new course at GCSE –Product Design.
You decide what products you design. But you need the skills.
You will learn:basic sketching, technical drawing, presentation drawing, to use different computer programmes, how to
use a computer to make things (Computer aided design and computers aided manufacture, CAD/CAM),
commercial manufacturing techniques, about different materials and their uses.
These skills will prepare you for the world of work.
Have you considered a career in design?
Graphic design,
automotive design,
aviation design.
interior design,
industrial design
Or another design related career?
Mechanical engineering,
civil engineering.
teaching,
architecture,
manufacturing.
This could well be the path for you if you’re a creative thinking individual, who has a flair for innovative
ideas, the ambition to learn new skills and want to apply them to realistic problem solving situations.
With Product Design at GCSE we have combined the best elements of the Graphics Products and Resistant
Materials courses and can now introduce a broad based course aimed at preparing the individual for the
modern day commercial workforce.
From the examining board specification:
‘A course in Design and Technology offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for candidates to identify
and solve real problems by designing and making products or systems in a wide range of contexts relating
to their personal interests. Design and Technology develops candidates' interdisciplinary skills, all six Key
Skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking, creativity and independence.
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SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: PRODUCT DESIGN WRITTEN PAPER (50%)
Written Paper: 2 hours
100 marks

Unit 2: PRODUCT DESIGN TASK (50%)
Design and make task: 30 hours
100 marks
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TRIPLE AWARD SCIENCE

3 GCSE’s

A Science course will also be offered in an option Group. This will give learners the opportunity to study
Biology, Chemistry and Physics as 3 separate GCSE subjects. These explore a wider range of scientific
Concepts, and provide a more detailed level of knowledge and understanding. There will also be a
controlled assessment. The course will be valuable to anyone with an interest in Science, and will also be a
good foundation for those wishing to study Science at A ‘level and pursue a career in Medicine, Dentistry
or Engineering.

GCSE Biology
This is a wonderful opportunity to study in depth the processes occurring in living things. The course
consists of the following three components:
• Biology 1 – Cells, Organ Systems and Ecosystems
• Biology 2 – Variation, Homeostasis and Micro-Organisms
• Biology controlled assessment task (Data collection / Data analysis)

GCSE Chemistry
In Chemistry you will have an opportunity to learn about the nature of different materials and how it is
possible to change these materials into substances which are of greater use to us. The course consists of
the following three components:
• Chemistry 1 – Chemical Substances, Reactions and Essential Resources
• Chemistry 2 - Chemical Bonding, Application of Chemical Reactions and Organic Chemistry
• Chemistry controlled assessment task (Data collection / Data analysis)

GCSE Physics
Physics is the study of how the world behaves. Physicists attempt to explain observations by using the
evidence available. The course consists of the following components:
• Physics 1 – Electricity, Energy and Waves
• Physics 2 – Forces, Space and Radiation
• Physics controlled assessment task (Data collection / Data analysis)
GCSE
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

GCSE Triple Award Science
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biology 1
Biology 2
Practical Assessments
Chemistry 1
Chemistry 2
Practical Assessments
Physics 1
Physics 2
Practical Assessments
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Contribution to
the Award (%)
45
45
10
45
45
10
45
45
10

Length of
assessment
105 minutes
105 minutes
2 hours
105 minutes
105 minutes
2 hours
105 minutes
105 minutes
2 hours

Assessment
Period
Summer 2020
Summer 2021
Spring 2021
Summer 2020
Summer 2021
Spring 2021
Summer 2020
Summer 2021
Spring 2021

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL EDUCATION
LEVEL 2 (IVET)

BTEC

Course Length
The Agored Cymru Level 2 Extended Certificate in Personal Social and Emotional Education is
equivalent to 2 GCSE’s at B grades.
Learners using these qualifications will be prepared for living their lives so that they can be
healthy, confident, resilient and skilled individuals within their local and national community.

What are the qualification subjects?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Skills development including resilience, assertiveness and critical thinking
Equality and diversity
Emotional health and wellbeing
Substance misuse
Sex and relationships
Food and nutrition
Society and community
The environment and sustainability
Community safety
Ethics and morality
Financial management
Physical activity

Assessment Method / Examination
• Students are assessed by coursework assignments.
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